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GOSPEL COMMENTARY
by Fr Michael Tate

Immaculate Heart
of Mary
Pray for us.

Entrance Antiphon
Give me justice, O God,
and plead my cause against a nation that is
faithless.
From the deceitful and cunning rescue me,
for you, O God, are my strength.
First Reading:
Jer 31:31-34
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah
Responsorial Psalm :Ps 50:3-4. 12-15. R. v.12

A woman invited some people to dinner.
At the table, she turned to their six-yearold daughter and said, "Would you like to
say the blessing?"
"I wouldn't know what to say," the little
girl replied. "Just say what you hear your
mummy say," the woman answered. The
daughter bowed her head and said,
"Lord, why on earth did I invite all these
people to dinner?"

R. (R.) Create a clean heart in me, O
God.

1. Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.
In your compassion blot out my offence.
O wash me more and more from my guilt.
and cleanse me from my sin. (R.)
2. A pure heart create for me, O God,
put a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence,
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. (R.)
3. Give me again the joy of your help;
with a spirit of fervour sustain me,
that I may teach transgressors your ways
and sinners may return to you. (R.)
Second Reading: Heb 5:7-9
He learnt to obey and became for all the
source of eternal salvation.

Lord you place deep in our hearts
the love of Mary Help of Christians.
Through her prayers grant
wisdom to our leaders and
integrity to our citizens.
Under her protection may
Australia be granted harmony, justice
and peace. We ask this through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Gospel Acclamation: Jn 12:26
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus
Christ!
If you serve me, follow me, says the
Lord;
and where I am, my servant will also be.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus
Christ!
Gospel: John Jn 12:20-33
If a grain of wheat falls on the ground
and dies, it yields a rich harvest.
Communion antiphon:
Everyone who lives and believes in me
will not die for ever, says the Lord.

I can observe a baby, but the parents ”see” their baby
very differently. They gaze with total fascination, trying
to perceive what this little bundle of flesh is really all
about, trying to get an insight into its personality, visualising a possible future, hoping for a response.
This Gospel passage begins with a request from some
Greeks “to see Jesus”, surely in all the ways parents see
their baby. They were trying to perceive what this Jesus was really all about, trying to get an insight into his
personality, imagining a possible future, hoping for a
response.
And there was a response full of allusions to the future.
Jesus was as a grain of wheat. He died and was buried
in the earth and that death was fruitful for the whole
of humankind. He foresaw being nailed to the cross
which would be dropped upright into a hole in the
ground.
Our Lord says of that scene: “When I am lifted up I
will draw all people to myself.” How were people
drawn to this scene?
People saw the length to which Jesus was prepared to
go in order to persevere in his mission to live out the
message that his Heavenly Father was full of mercy and
wanted all people to share in Divine Life. This led to
his being lifted up on the cross, being buried in the
ground like a grain of wheat, only to rise to new life.
We could take a moment to pray that we will shortly
see all this with the eyes of faith as we participate in
the rituals of Good Friday and Easter.

UNITED IN FAITH, GUIDED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT NOURISHED
BY THE EUCHARIST, COMMITTED TO PROCLAIMING THE
GOSPEL.WE STRIVE TO LIVE AS GOD ASKS
“to act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly with your God’ (Micah 6:8)

MASS TIMES this week
Saturday

Mater Dei St.Raphaels
6.15pm
5.00pm

Sunday
Tuesday

10.00am
8.00am

Wednesday

8.00am

8.30am

Thursday
9.15am
Friday
8am
9.00am
RECONCILIATION: (also by appointment)
Saturday
4.30pm
EXPOSITION
Saturday
from 4.00pm
Legions of Mary
MD: Meets 10am every Monday
morning in the Piety Stall at Mater Dei.
St R’s Rosary and Meeting every
Friday at 9:30 am downstairs in the Hall.
St Vincent de Paul Society
Meets second Tuesday of each month in the
Kennedy Centre at Mater Dei at 7.30 pm.
HOME ROSARY
St Raphael’s Parish Lent Break
Will Resume after Easter - Mondays
7.30pm

Mater Dei Parish - Tuesdays
24th March - Agnes Peluso
1/153 Connells Point Road,
Connells Point 11.00am
31st March - Nives Care
33Church St., Blakehurst 11.00 am start Rosary first then followed
by a Caritas Fundraiser
7th April - Josie & Denis Kocina
45 Townson St, Blakehurst 8PM

Please pray for the work of this Council which has been set up as part of the
Church’s response to the Royal Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.

Please pray for

Deceased: Caterina Mazza, Fr James Gallen, Ron
Masson, Mariano Alviar, Les Woodward, Peter
Ashelford, Anna Pelosi,
Sick: Sr Visnney Hatton.
COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND
TYPE
StR
MD
First
488
611
Second: loose
363
608
Envelopes
450
690
Both Churches have a hearing loop

Do you have a palm tree a home: Our Parishes need Palms to celebrate the PALM
SUNDAY. If you have any palms could you
kindly drop them at the entrance of the
church
To our 9th RETREAT DAY
Please come along as the theme will be on :‘How to prepare well for Holy Week’
Father Hugh Thomas C.Ss.R
Date: Saturday 28th March
Start : 8.45am Finish : 3pm
Location: Saint Raphael’s Parish Hall,
84 George Street Hurstville South
Coffee, Tea & Soft Drinks will
be supplied on the day.
Please bring along something to share for
morning team & a sandwich for lunch
For any enquiries – Please contact
Gary and Ronnie Cartmer 9546 2142
Aquinas Academy 2015 Courses. The Academy will be
holding courses on spirituality and the Gospels including
retreats throughout 2015 starting from February
through to October. More information can be obtained
from www.aquinas-academy.com . To register please
ring 02 9247 4651 or by email: : secretary@aquinasacademy.com
The Benedict XVI Retreat Centre now offers a series of
fun, innovative facilitated activity programs to complement and enrich any group retreat. Whether you are
looking for adventure, team building, opportunities for
reflection or simply to have fun with your group, our specially trained facilitators can tailor a program to meet
your needs and budget. Activities include flying fox, archery, bushwalking, leadership challenge, communications challenge, camp craft, environmental programs and
more. Contact Danielle Puhlmann on (02) 4572 2899 .

St. Patrick
Although St. Patrick is the patron saint
of Ireland he was most likely born in
Kilpatrick, Scotland in the 4th century.
At the age of sixteen, an Irish raiding
party captured him and took him to
Ireland where he was enslaved for six years. During this time, Ireland was a pagan society, worshipping many gods. During his enslavement, St. Patrick
turned to God through daily prayer. This helped
him find peace's in the face of his adversity. According to St. Patrick’s writings, God visited him in
a dream and told him how to escape his captors.
He followed God’s instructions and fled to England. Following his ordeal in Ireland, St. Patrick
sought a deeper connection to his faith by joining
the priesthood. His writings further reveal a second vision where he heard the voices of the Irish
people crying out to him, begging him to return.
Compelled by this vision St. Patrick returned to Ireland to spread Christianity to all who would listen.
At first, he was rejected, often beaten, robbed and
imprisoned. However, he persisted against this resistance and his message began to develop traction
with the Irish people. His teaching of the Gospel
converted many. Eventually, through his efforts,
Christianity quickly spread throughout all Ireland.
St. Patrick’s reputation as a man of God grew and
he became a revered and respected religious and
community leader. He died on the 17th of March
461 AD in Saul, the city where he built the first
Christian church in Ireland. His persistence through
adversity and persecution, his dedication to his mission and undying faith, continue to serve as examples of Christian values to follow. His willingness to
accept, forgive and teach the people who initially
rejected him, further exemplifies the nature of his
Christian mission and service. He was a man of
purpose and action who is well deserving of his
revered place in the history of the Catholic Church.
Author: Nathan Hansen

VOCATION DISCERNMENT RETREAT, 17-19 APRIL. A retreat for Catholic
men exploring if God is calling them to the Priesthood, including talks, opportunities for prayer, Confession, spiritual guidance, Adoration, group discussion and Q & A. Where: Seminary of the Good Shepherd, 50-58 Abbotsford
Rd, Homebush. What: The retreat program can be downloaded from
www.vocationcentre.org.au under “Important Dates.” Cost: It‟s free, but registration is essential for food & accommodation. Enquiries/registration: vocations@sydneycatholic.org or 9390 5970. „No strings attached.‟ This retreat is designed to help men discern their vocation.

Volunteers Needed
To proclaim the word of God for the
Holy Week Liturgy at both Parishes.

Mater Dei Parish and St Raphael’s Parish

Phone 9546-2605

Christmas in July

We welcome

Friday, 24th July 2015

We will keep them all in our prayers.

Baptised this weekend.

her family in your

7pm for 7:30pm start

Prayers.

PARISH DIRECTORY

Doltone House
223 Belgrave Esplanade, Sylvania Waters
Cost: $75 per person

DJ Included

Who have successfully completed the RCIA program and now
have come forward to embrace the Catholic Faith. They will
be baptized and confirmed at the Vigil Mass at St Raphael's
on Holy Saturday Night.

Charlotte Lopes who will be

Please keep Charlotte and

beer wine and soft drinks, coffee/Tea

Congradulations to Sophia Chao, Amy Li, Kenix Pang & Sherry Yung

Triduum & Vigil Mass at Mater Dei..
Contact or email Parish

Invite you to their annual Parish Dinner

Includes 3 course meal,

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 2015. St Teresa of
Avila 2: Bishop David Walker DD, Emeritus Bishop of the Diocese of Broken Bay,
will deliver teachings on St Teresa of Avila. St Teresa, a Doctor of the Church, has
come to be recognised as one of the
great teachers of how to journey to
God. Come and join us in exploring the
richness of St Teresa’s wisdom. All are
welcome! The venue for all courses will
be The Centre for Christian Spirituality,
14 Frances St, Randwick. St Teresa of
Avila 2: The Interior Castle. Dates:
Wednesdays: 29 April, 6 & 13 May 2015,
7.00 – 8.30pm. Course Cost: $25. To register: http//trybooking.com/GVFO.

Singers & Musician's are needed for the
Holy Week especially for the Easter

Stations of the Cross at St Raphael's
From 7.30 to 8pm every Friday
There will be Holy Hour
From 8pm - 9pm.
Stations of the Cross at Mater Dei
Fridays during lent at 7pm

Morning Tea:
Everyone is invited to come to Morning
Tea at Mater Dei this weekend after the
10AM Mass

Parish Priest
Fr Isidore Anantharaj
Phone: 95462605
pp@materdei-straphael.org.au
Presbytery & Parish Office
1008 King Georges Rd.,
Blakehurst, NSW 2221
Fax: 95472323
www.materdei-straphael.org.au
Mater Dei Church: 1008 King Georges Rd,
Blakehurst,
St Raphael’s Church: 84 George St,
South
Hurstville
Parish Secretary
Mrs Jenny Stanley
admin@materdei-straphael.org.au
Br. Joe Cassar
9546 1232
Pastoral Assistant (St Raphael’s):
Br. Ben Krupowicz Ph: 9546 2544
strsh@outlook.com
Priest in Residence
Fr. Jan Chrzczonowicz
(Chaplain to the French)
Mobile: 0412786 245
SCHOOLS:
Mater Dei Primary
9546 7298
Principal: Mr Peter Cranney
St Raphael’s Primary … .9546 4898
Principal: Mrs Annette McKenzie

