St Joseph

March 15: Catholicism 101 – Mercy Series
We are on again this month with session 2 of our
"Mercy Series" .Join us as for our discussions on
"Clothing the Naked" and "To Counsel the Doubtful"
with Fr Ben Johnston OFM Cap and Sr Lydia Allen
RSM. Both heavily involved with the above topics in
their own ministries.
In 2015, Pope Francis called a Jubilee Year of Mercy,
which calls all people to seek and show Mercy. In response, Catholic Youth Services will host the “Mercy
Series” at our monthly formation talks - Catholicism
101.
The “Mercy Series” would aim to breakdown the spiritual and corporal works of Mercy and provide a basic
theoretical understanding of them and then to show
by the example of others in our community how we
can practically live these works out in our lives.
POSITION VACANT – Catholic Education Office, Wollongong. Applications are being considered for the position
of Manager, School Properties Office. Further information about this role can be viewed on
www.catholicjobsonline.com.au or by contacting Anthony
Spata,REACH Human Resources, on 0402210055 . Applications
close Wednesday, 30 March 2016.

The feast day of St Joseph is on the 19th
March. St Joseph was born circa 100 BC
and was descended from the lineage of
King David but during his life lived humbly as a carpenter. He was called by God
through an angel and chosen to be the
spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mother and the foster father and
guardian of Jesus. St Joseph was a compassionate and caring man
who loved and looked after his family in difficult circumstances.
He was a man of faith and obedient to God’s will. Although there
is not much written about him in scriptures, his role in the Holy
family has seen him highly venerated for centuries.
St Joseph is the patron saint of workers. He was also declared the
patron saint and protector of the Catholic Church by Pope Pius IX
in 1870, and is the patron saint of several countries and regions.
He is also the patron saint of unborn children, fathers, immigrants, employment, carpenters, realtors and against doubt and
hesitation.
The circumstances and time of his death are not known but it
seems to have been before Jesus’ ministry began. He is also the
patron saint of the dying and of a happy death because assuming
he died with Jesus and Mary close to him, he would have had a
beautiful passing into heaven. St. Joseph, pray for us. By Sandie Garcia

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land.

Immaculate Heart
of Mary Pray for us.

Lord you place deep in our hearts the
love of Mary Help of Christians.
Through her prayers grant
wisdom to our leaders and
integrity to our citizens.
Under her protection may
Australia be granted harmony, justice
and peace. We ask this through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Weekly: City Silence City Silence is a weekly Holy
Hour for young adults (aged 18-35) at St Mary’s
Cathedral every Tuesday evening from 6:307:30pm (excluding January). City Silence includes
times of silence, reflection, scripture, and song;
confessions are generally available. Following City
Silence everyone is welcome to a casual dinner at a
nearby restaurant. Access to City Silence is via the
eastern door of the Cathedral which is located at
the top of the stairs from the Cathedral car park.
Invitation From The Sisters Of St Joseph. Saturday, 19
March 2016 is the Feast of St Joseph. On this day the
Sisters of St Joseph celebrate 150 years since their foundation in Penola South Australia in 1866 as a result of the dream
of Mary MacKillop and Fr Tenison Woods. The Sisters invite
you to join with them in giving thanks to God for the countless
blessings that have come to Australia and beyond as a result
of the ministry of the Sisters in small country places and larger
cities. Mass will be celebrated in a number of centres throughout NSW on this Feast of St Joseph. Priests and Religious,
Associates, family, friends, ex-students and current students
of the Sisters are invited to join the Sisters in the celebration
of Mass. Mass will be celebrated at St Mary’s Cathedral,
Sydney at 10.00 am. For purposes of catering and printing
please send your reply before 04 March to Sr Julie Simpson.
Phone: 4677 1477 or 0418 674 452 and leave a message.

Please pray for the four Sisters of the Missionaries of Charity and 12 others killed in
Yemen “that this pointless slaughter will
awaken consciences, lead to a change of
heart, and inspire all parties to lay down
their arms and take up the path of dialogue.”

Parishes of Mater Dei Blakehurst &

St Raphael’s South Hurstville

Fifth Sunday of Lent Year C
BULLETIN
Entrance Antiphon : Cf. Ps 42:1-2

13th March 2016

Reflection

Give me justice, O God, and plead my
cause against a nation that is faithless. From Lent ends on a note of wonder. In the face of all the mighty
works that God has already performed for the people, God
the deceitful and cunning rescue me, for
promises something even more magnificent.
you, O God, are my strength

First Reading: Is 43:16-21

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Responsorial Psalm : Ps 125. R. v.3

(R.) The Lord has done great things
for us; we are filled with joy.
1.When the Lord delivered Zion
from bondage, it seemed like a
dream. Then was our mouth filled
with laughter, on our lips there
were songs. (R.)
2.The heathens themselves said:
„What marvels the Lord worked
for them!‟ What marvels the Lord worked
for us!Indeed we were glad. (R.)
3.Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage as streams in dry land. Those
who are sowing in tears will sing
when they reap. (R.)
4.They go out, they go out, full of
tears, carrying seed for the sowing:
they come back, they come back,
full of song, carrying their sheaves. (R.)

Second Reading : Phil 3:8-14
Paul forfeits all for Christ.
Gospel Acclamation : Jl 2:12-13

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of
endless glory! With all your heart turn
to me, for I am tender and compassionate. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king
of endless glory!

Gospel : Jn 8:1-11

The Pharisees confront Jesus with an adulteress.

Communion antiphon: Jn 8:10-11
Has no one condemned you, woman?
No one, Lord. Neither shall I condemn
you. From now on, sin no more.

Throughout this season we have reflected on the marvels that
God accomplished in the lives of the people, cutting a covenant
with Abraham, leading the people out of bondage, revealing
God's own personal name, bring them into a land that is
bursting with life. Now God says: You haven't seen anything
yet.
The first reading proclaims that something new is about to appear. In the gospel, this new thing unfolds before our eyes.
Here we see Jesus neither rejecting the law nor changing it. Instead, he shows that the law, as good as it might be, serves
something higher. He shows that the mercy and compassion of
God exceed the authority of the law. Once again we see that
the readings of Lent are less concerned with mortification and
penance than they are with divine graciousness and our response of joy and thanksgiving.
Paul is not satisfied with the blessings of the past. In fact, he
considers them rubbish when compared with knowing and being united with Christ. Life with Christ transforms us from people who are caught in sin to women and men who have been
forgiven. Life in Christ is the new thing that God has fashioned
for us. God is the one who creates something new; we are the
ones who are re-created.
by Dianne Bergant CSS

Prayer after Communion
We pray, almighty God, hat we may always be counted among
the members of Christ, in
whose Body and Blood we
have communion. Who
lives and reigns for ever
and ever.

Next Sunday‟s Readings

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord - Year C
Is 50 : 4 -7
Ps 21:8-9, 17-20,
23-24.R.v.2
Phil 2:8-9
Lk 22:14—23:56

UNITED IN FAITH, GUIDED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT NOURISHED BY THE
EUCHARIST, COMMITTED TO PROCLAIMING THE
GOSPEL.WE STRIVE TO LIVE AS GOD ASKS
“to act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly with your God’ (Micah 6:8)

MASS TIMES
Mater Dei

St. Raphael

Saturday

6.15pm

5.00pm

Sunday

10.00am

8.30am

Tuesday

8.00am

-

Wednesday

8.00am

-

-

9.15am

8.00am

9.00am

Thursday
Friday

RECONCILIATION: (also by appointment)
Saturday

-

4.30pm

EXPOSITION (St. Raphael Church)
Friday
Saturday

-

8pm- 9pm
From

4pm

Legions of Mary
MD: Meets 10am every Monday
morning in the Piety Stall at Mater Dei.
St R‟s Rosary and Meeting every
Friday at 9:30 am downstairs in the Hall.
St Vincent de Paul Society
Meets second Tuesday of each month in the Kennedy Centre at Mater Dei at 7.30 pm.

Bible Reading—Men’s Group
Thursdays 8PM- 9PM @St Raphael’s School
Hall . All are invited.
Home Rosary
Mater Dei
15.03.16 Frances & Tony Oscuro

New Parishioners, visitors:
Come along and make yourself known to Fr Isidore, our
parish priest. He will be delighted to meet you.
Sick List: If you know any sick people you would like
parishioners to pray for, contact the parish office.
Mater Dei Piety Stall: Located at the back of the church.
Between the Garage and the Kennedy Centre.
Baptisms and Weddings
You are very welcome to talk to the Parish Priest, but by
appointment only. Please do not set firm dates until you
have spoken to the priest. Preparation is essential, for
both.
Visitation of the sick and infirm
If you know of someone who is sick and would like a
priest to visit them, and receive the sacraments of the
Blessings of the sick, or the anointing of the sick, please
let the Parish Office know, with name, address and
phone number, if possible. Also if they would like to receive the Eucharist regularly in the home.
Pope Francis has said “ we can say to God, ‘forgive me,’
and say our sins. But our sins are also against our brothers, against the Church. This is why it is necessary to ask
forgiveness of the Church and of our brothers, in the
person of the priest.” Come and soak in HIS mercy !
“Forgiveness is not something we can give ourselves...one
asks it of another person, and in confession, we ask forgiveness from Jesus - a gift of the Holy
Spirit who showers us with mercy and
grace that pours forth unceasingly from
the open heart of Christ crucified and risen.”

@ 8:00PM

22.03.16 Nives Care
@ 8:00 PM
33 Church Street, Blakehurst

Please Pray for:
Recently Deceased: Nell Spratt, Mario BoreTYPE
an,Bernie Spratt,Anne O’Brien, Ivan Tatarov- First
ic, Barney Pereghy, Richard Adamiak, June
Scutts, Charles Harold Morgan,Jeff Bishop, Second: loose
Les Altham, Ellen Green, Tan Cheng Hoon, Envelopes
Matthew Lo, Margaret Mary Maude, Michael
William O’Sullivan ,Nicola Colosimo

Sick: Maria & Frank Turiano, Margaret Moran, Ivan Mauro, Therese Mir, Zora Jurcevic,
Elaine Wellard, Kate Paulis, Billy Mascarenhas, Michael Higgins, Sam Crawford, George
& Therese Mir, Sidney Yenson, Joanne
McRea, Sue McDermott, Maria Lefroy, Andreas Grannakouras, Residents of Cheddar
Street Nursing Home

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND
St Raphael‟s
Mater Dei
546.65
227.00
504.55

377.60

515.00
637.00
Wednesday, 16th March at 7:30PM
At St Raphael’s
Topic : Sacraments of Initiation

School Mass at St Raphael on Saturday 12/03/16.

Family mass at Mater Dei on Palm Sunday 20/3/16.
HEAVEN ON EARTH?
A young lady came home from a date rather sad. She told
her mother, "Anthony proposed to me an hour ago."
"Then why are you so sad?" her mother asked. "Because
he also told me he is an atheist. Mom, he doesn't even
believe there's a Hell." Her mother replied, "Marry him
anyway. Between the two of us, we'll show him how wrong
he is."

PARISH DIRECTORY
PARISH PRIEST: FR. ISIDORE ANANTHARAJ
MATER DEI CATHOLIC CHURCH
1008 King Georges Road, Blakehurst 2221, NSW
ST. RAPHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Passion Sunday
Next Sunday is Passion Sunday (Palm Sunday). On this day the Church celebrates Christ’s entrance into Jerusalem to accomplish his paschal mystery. According to Christian belief, Jesus
rode into Jerusalem where people gave him a hero’s welcome during the Jewish Passover celebration. Palm Sunday services involves distributing palms to the congregation. The palm branch
is traditionally a symbol of joy and victory. Have we prepared ourselves to receive our Lord?

Holy Thursday
On Holy Thursday, in the evening mass, we commemorate the institution of the
Eucharist and the ministerial priesthood as well as the Lord’s commandment to
love one another. The foot washing ritual is incorporated into Mass in many of
the Churches— a powerful symbol at its Scriptural roots in the Gospel of John,
when Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you
an example, that you also should do as I have done to you”. It is meant to be an
example of humble service and a record of the institution of the Christian priesthood. In the Year of
Mercy, partake in the Mass of the Lord’s Supper which marks the start of the Easter Triduum.

84 George Street, South Hurstville
pp@materdei-straphael.org.au &
www.materdei-straphael.org.au
Parish Secretary: Praneeti Cyril
Office hours: Tues, Wed & Thurs 9.30am to 2.30 pm
Phone: 9546 2605 - Fax: 95472323
Email: admin@materdei-straphael.org.au
Parish Ministry Coordinator: Michael Fernandes
Office hours: Tues, Wed & Fri 10am – 1pm
Phone: 0437517758
Email: mc@materdei-straphael.org.au
Pastoral Ministry Coordinator: Br. Ben Krupowicz
Phone: 02 95462544
email: strsh@outlook.com
Fr. Jan Chrzczonowicz Priest in residence
(French Chaplain) Phone: 0412786245
Mater Dei Primary School: (02) 95467298

Holy Week Mass Timings

Good Friday
25/03/2016

St Raphael’s Church

St. Raphael Primary School: (02) 95464898

7:30 PM

7:00 PM

Principal: Mrs. Annette McKenzie

Reconciliation 9:30AM - 12PM

—

Stations of the Cross 10:00 AM
The Lord’s Passion

Holy Saturday
26/03/2016

13th Mar (2nd Sun)
Acolytes / SS
EMHC
Readers
Altar Servers
Children’s Liturgy

3:00 PM

10:00 AM

8:30 AM

St. Raphael’s

Mater Dei

5.00pm V
Greg
Ida / Shirley

8.30am
Michael
Sophia / Monica

6.15pm V
Gary Cartmer

10.00am
Graeme Dorahy
Marguerite

Rosie / George

Lappen Family

Ronnie / Louise

Joan H / Jean D

Jed, Max, Will, Ethan
Martinez

Angeline S

Kelly & Delaney

8.30am
Earl
Henrietta / Adele

Readers

Carl P / George S

Minh N / Annie Lo

Altar Servers

Aaliyah, Annabelle,
Lara, Mikaela

Power Point
operators

3:00 PM

7:30 PM

5.00pm V
Greg
Moya S / Rosie G

Music

The Lord’s Passion

6:30 PM

Ministry 19th &
20th Mar (3rd Sun)
Acolytes / SS
EMHC

Children’s Liturgy

Principal: Mr. Peter Cranney

Mater Dei Church
Holy Thursday
24/03/2016

Easter Sunday
This weekend we welcome Sadie Sue Keogh into
the family of the Catholic Church at Mater Dei.
Congratulations to her parents Stephen & Melanie. Ministry 12th &

51 Stuart Street, Blakehurst

Also pray for: All souls in Purgatory, Inuzza,
Kathleen Barter,Henry Yenson, Joseph
McGloin, Helen Weaver & Ron, Antoine Selvaraj, Iris Rose Kirkwood, Melita Formosa,
Eddy Stapleton, Ron Brooks, Francine Kidd,
Biaggio Signorelli, Sandra Cesarano, Vincenzo Di Marco, Tina & Giuseppe Capobianco

“ It is not easy to entrust oneself to God’s mercy, because it is an abyss
beyond our comprehension”
- Homily for the Fifth Sunday of Lent

St. Raphael’s

Mater Dei
6.15pm V
Require Acolyte
Br. Michael /
Cettina

10.00am
Require Acolyte
Marguerite
Family Mass

No Children's Lit

Mary,Hannah,Rachel
12/3 - School Mass

Julia

Kim

Marion

Volunteers

Chris Wong

Adam / Tiana /
Bro. Michael/Ray

Michael Eather /
Trevor

Remember to arrange for a replacement if you are unable to serve in your ministry.
Please contact Michael Fernandes 0437 517 758 if there is an error in this table.

During the YEAR OF MERCY
every Friday, there’ll be adoration and Stations of the Cross at
Mater Dei Church, from 7:00—
8:00 PM during Lent. The Eucharistic Adoration will continue
every Friday at 7:00PM after Easter.
Mater Dei and St Raphael's Parishes Calendar 2016
20/03/16
Palm Sunday
SR/MD Parish
24/03/16
Maundy Thursday
“
25/03/16
Good Friday
26/03/16
Easter Vigil
27/03/16
Easter Sunday
28/4/16
MD Pastoral Council Meeting@7 PM
MD Parish
11/5/16
MD Confirmation @ 7PM
MD Parish
26/5/16
SR Pastoral Council Meeting @ 7PM
SR Parish
16/6/16
SR Confirmation @ 7PM
SR Parish

Both Churches have a hearing loop
installed: switch your hearing aid to “T- coil”.
Please pray for the work of this Council which has
been set up as part of the Church’s response to
the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses
to Child Sexual Abuse. Please pray especially, too,
for the victims of child sexual abuse by clergy,
religious and Church employees.

