"For those who nurtured your faith"
Priests’ Retirement Foundation Pastoral Appeal —
3rd & 4th September 2016
The Foundation provides the financial means to care
for sick and retired priests, most of whom are over
75 years of age. Even in retirement most priests,
while their health allows, will continue to serve the
community, in particular, by the celebration of
weekend masses in parishes and assisting as chaplains in aged care facilities. Every donation, no matter how large or small, goes a long way towards
helping this parish care for our sick and retired
priests, and your support is greatly appreciated
May God bless you all!
Life Ascending Australia, a spiritual movement for seniors, will
meet in the Marian Hall, St Joseph’s Church Oatley at 10.30 am on
Friday September 9. Visitors/enquirers are always welcome!
Access is through the Church. Enquiries Ray Byers 9570 3507 –
ray.byer@bigpond.net.au

My dear Parishioners,
The 3 weeks I had in Poland for World Youth Day,
2016 is an experience I will cherish and remember
for many years to come. I had the privilege of representing the
Mater Dei and St Raphael’s Parish as well as being a group leader
whilst on a pilgrimage throughout Poland. This allowed me to
make new friends and experience things I never thought I would.
From kneeling around the altar where Our Lady of Czestochowa
(the Black Madonna) is situated, to representing Sydney for the
2016 World Youth Day in the opening ceremony. This was truly
an experience full of grace and awe which would not have been
possible without the support from Fr Isidore & Michael Fernandes,
as well as every other parishioner who bought a raffle ticket,
donated money and offered their prayers and well wishes. Thank
you from the bottom of my heart for allowing and supporting me
through this journey.
- Natalie Prego

Fancy a 1950’s themed Dinner Dance at Luna Park? Catholic Youth Services is
inviting all (young and old) to a night of food, fun and live music on Saturday 17
September at Luna Park. The night will include a three course meal, alcohol and
soft drinks, live 1950s music, a huge dance floor and dance lessons. If you register a group of four or more tickets are only $100 each. However, get in quick as
registrations close Sunday 11 September. For all information and to book visit,
www.catholicyouthservices.org/1950s-dinner-dance
Natalie Prego, our Parish Youth Group leader and representative at World Youth Day 2016 at Krakow would be sharing
her experiences with us next week at all Masses.

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land.

Your contribution to the Church is your
appreciation for your Parish. To become
a regular contributor please fill in this
slip and return it to the Parish Office or
place it on the Sunday Collection Plate.
You could also send us an email at
admin@materdei-straphael.org.au

Planned Giving Envelope
Request Form

This year our Year 4
children will be celebrating the Sacrament
of Eucharist with the parish community at the 6.15pm Mass on the
17th September and at the 10am
Mass on Sunday 18th September.
Please be aware that the front section of pews in the MD Church will be
reserved for the communicants &
their families. Thanks for your support.

Name………………………………………………………
…………………………………………….…………………
Address ………………………………………………...
………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………….
Phone (H) ………………………………………...……
Mobile …………………………………………...…….
Blakehurst
South Hurstville
100% Tax Deductible (over $2.00)

Altar Servers Needed
Altar Serving is responding to
God’s call to serve at his table !
It takes a special person to be
an Altar Server.The Altar Server
is invited by the faith community
to assist the presider (Priest Celebrant) at
Mass and other liturgies of the church. This
prayerful service is one of several liturgical
ministries. We would like to invite children to
experience this Special Ministry at our weekend masses at our Churches. If you are interested to learn more or join the Altar Server
Ministry, please complete a registration form
kept in the Church foyer and send it to the
Parish Office or call on 95462605.

Parishes of Mater Dei Blakehurst &
Twenty-third Sunday in
Ordinary Time - Year C

St Raphael’s South Hurstville
B UL L ET I N
Reflection

Entrance Antiphon Ps 118:137,124

You are just, O Lord, and your judgement is right; treat your servant in
accord with your merciful love.

First Reading: Wis 9:13-18

Who can know the will of God?

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 89:3-6. 12-

14. 17. R. v.1
(R.) In every age, O Lord, you have been
our refuge.
1. You turn men back into dust and
say: „Go back, sons of men.‟ To
your eyes a thousand years are like
yesterday, come and gone, no more
than a watch in the night. (R.)
2. You sweep men away like a
dream, like grass which springs up in
the morning. In the morning it
springs up and flowers: by evening
it withers and fades(R.)
3. Make us know the shortness of
our life that we may gain wisdom of
heart. Lord, relent! Is your anger for
ever? Show pity to your servants. (R.)
4. In the morning, fill us with your
love; we shall exult and rejoice all
our days. Let the favour of the Lord
be upon us: give success to the work
of our hands. (R.)

Second Reading : Phlm 9-10,12-17
Paul sends Onesimus, formerly a
slave, back to Philemon as a brother.

Gospel Acclamation : Ps 118:135
Alleluia, alleluia! Let your face shine on
your servant, and teach me your laws.
Alleluia!

Gospel : Lk 14:25-33

Disciples must renounce all possessions.

Communion antiphon: Cf. Ps 41 :
2-3
Like the deer that yearns for running
streams, so my soul is yearning for you, my
God; my soul is thirsting for God, the living
God.

4th Sep 2016

The wisdom tradition from which the first reading is taken is rooted in
the fact that life is a series of choices. The epistle and the gospel reading
provide us with examples of the way Christians should choose. Finally,
the psalm’s description of the fleeting nature of life sets the context and
tone of our decision-making.
Discipleship demands that, in the face of all the choices available to us,
we keep our priorities straight. In the gospel, Jesus insists that we must
be single minded. We must cling to the one thing necessary, and that one
thing is authentic discipleship. In choosing Jesus, we choose other things
as well. We choose new relationships with the very people to whom we
have already been committed. Those who were slaves, or lower class, or
employees, or providers of service are now regarded as sisters and brothers in Christ. In choosing Jesus, we also choose the cross. We choose to
live in a way that calls us to travel the high road: to forgive offences committed against us; to live simply so that others can simply live; to take responsibility for the moral character of society. The fleeting nature of life as characterised in the psalm forces us to look at the meaning of life. When the day
dawns for us to return to dust, what will we have gained from life? The realisation of our finiteness and the transitory nature of life should help us to set our
priorities right and should give us the courage to remain faithful to them.
by Dianne Bergant CSS

Living the Gospel –

Give up my possessions?

We live in an era of extraordinary wealth in some countries contrasted
against extraordinary poverty and need in other countries. Accumulation
of possessions has become a driving force in our society. Flat screen televisions, iPods, multiple computers, games consoles, portable DVD players, multifunction mobile phones are all ‘must-have’ items. The thought
of surrendering such items may be almost impossible to consider. However, Jesus’ message about being a disciple calls to us. How can some
people in the world surround themselves with such luxuries while others
don’t have enough to eat? Does the love of ‘possessions’ blind us to the
needs of others?

Prayer after Communion
Grant that your faithful, O Lord, whom you
nourish and endow with life through the food of
your Word and heavenly Sacrament, may so
benefit from your beloved Son's great
Gifts that we may merit an eternal
share in his life. Who lives and reigns
for ever and ever.

Next Sunday‟s Readings
Twenty-fourth Sunday
in Ordinary Time - Year C

Ex 32:7-11. 13-14

Ps 50: 3-4. 12-13.
17.19. r. Lk 15:18

1 Tm 1:12-17
Lk 15:1-32

UNITED IN FAITH, GUIDED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT NOURISHED BY THE
EUCHARIST, COMMITTED TO PROCLAIMING THE
GOSPEL.WE STRIVE TO LIVE AS GOD ASKS
“to act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly with your God’ (Micah 6:8)

MASS TIMES
Mater Dei

St. Raphael

Saturday
6.15pm
5.00pm
Sunday
10.00am
8.30am
Tuesday
8.00am
Wednesday
8.00am
Thursday
9.15am
Friday
8.00am
9.00am
RECONCILIATION: (also by appointment)
Saturday
EXPOSITION
Friday
7pm— 8pm
Saturday
From

4.30pm
8pm- 9pm
4pm

Legions of Mary
MD: Meets 10am every Monday
morning in the Piety Stall at Mater Dei.
St R‟s Rosary and Meeting every
Friday at 9:30
We need more members!
St Vincent de Paul Society
Meets second Tuesday of each month in the
Kennedy Centre at Mater Dei at 7.30 pm.

New Parishioners, visitors:
Come along and make yourself known to Fr Isidore, our
parish priest. He will be delighted to meet you.
Sick List: If you know any sick people you would like
parishioners to pray for, contact the parish office.
Mater Dei Piety Stall: Located at the back of the church.
Between the Garage and the Kennedy Centre.
Baptisms and Weddings
You are very welcome to talk to the Parish Priest, but by
appointment only. Please do not set firm dates until you
have spoken to the priest. Preparation is essential, for
both.
Visitation of the sick and infirm
If you know of someone who is sick and would like a
priest to visit them, and receive the sacraments of the
Blessings of the sick, or the anointing of the sick, please
let the Parish Office know, with name, address and
phone number, if possible. Also if they would like to
receive the Eucharist regularly in the home.
Our Men’s Bible
reading group from St
Raphael’s Church ,
South Hurstville are
featured in the last
week’s publication of
Catholic Weekly. CW
Is offering all parishes
the opportunity to
enter a draw every
week.

Bible Reading—Men’s Group
Thursdays 8PM- 9PM @St Raphael’s School
Hall . All are invited. Call: Carl Pavia 0418 672 394
Home Rosary Mater Dei
6-9-16. Caterina and Greg Colubriale
68 Hatfield Street Blakehurst. 8-00 P.M.
13-9-16 Cheddar Street Nursing Home
Cheddar Street. Blakehurst.
11-00 A.M.
Home Rosary St. Raphael’s Mon 7:30PM
05-09-2016 Tom & Nora Salonga
101 Bellevue Pde, Allawah
12-09-2016 Mrs Laurette Samman
1 / 86-88 Woids Ave, Allawah

Please Pray for:
Recently Deceased:Ursula Therese Wambeek ,
Max Sullivan, Benny Virgona, Sr Jean Marie Brennan, (RSC),Trevor Haney,Peter Lynch, Margaret
Moran, Ruth Hayes, Elaine Wellard, Bill Herden
Patricia Quirk, Maureen Whelan, Fr Kevin Spillane,
Dermie Fewkes, Terrance Clifton, Bernie
Holdsworth, Mgr John Walsh, Fr Dominic Ceresoli,
Billy Mascarenhas, Salvatore Demasi, Kevin Cullen, Bette Rees, Habib Nasser, Margaret Grieves

Also pray for: Albine Alvarez , Sam Greco, Domenico Portolesi,Tony Gonzales, Maria Angeles,
Francine Kidd, Ron Brooks, Antonieta Mayorga,
Jose Caicedo, Robert Holt, Natalina Beghetto,
Natale Pelle, Arturo Caruso, Michael Webster,
Catherine Kelly, Clarice Dorahy, Les Woodward,
All souls in Purgatory

Anniversary : Charlie Curcuruto
Mass Offered for the whole Year: Jeffrey George
Bishop, Mary El Khouri & Karam El Khouri

Sick: Paul McCann, Robyn Mattern, Mary Foar,
Roger Elsworthy, Maria Turiano, Zora Jurcevic,
Kate Paulis, Michael Higgins, Sam Crawford,
George & Therese Mir, Sidney Yenson, Joanne
McRea, Sue McDermott, Residents of Cheddar
Street Nursing Home

L to R: Minh Nguyen, Michael Bosnjak, Max Montecillo, Carl Pavia

A Thanksgiving Prayer
O Great St. Joseph of Cupertino who while on earth did
obtain from God the grace to be asked at your examination only the questions you knew, obtain for me a like favour in the examinations for which I am now preparing. In
return I promise to make you known and cause you to be
invoked. Through Christ our Lord.
St Joseph of Cupertino.
Pray for us.
Remember, when you succeed in the
exams then you should thank St. Joseph
of Cupertino in the Newspaper.
TYPE
First

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND
St Raphael‟s
Mater Dei
401.75
284.15

Second: loose

218.20

365.75

Envelopes

536.50

643.00

Very Religious Husband
A husband comes home from church; he greets his
wife and lifts her up. He then carries her around
the house. The wife is so surprised
and she asks, “ Did the priest preach
about being romantic?”
The husband replies, “No, he said we
must carry our burdens and sorrows.”

“Mercy is the willingness to step into the chaos of another.”

PARISH DIRECTORY

– James F. Keenan SJ

PARISH PRIEST: FR. ISIDORE ANANTHARAJ
PRAYER FOR THE CANONIZATION OF MOTHER TERESA
Carrier of God's Tender Love and Mercy
Lord Jesus, merciful Face of the Father, you came to give us the
Good News of the Father‟s mercy and tenderness. We thank
you for the gift of our dearest Mother, Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, who will be canonized in this Jubilee Year of Mercy. You
chose her to be your presence, your love and compassion to
the broken hearted, the unwanted, the abandoned and the
dying. She responded wholeheartedly to your cry, „I Thirst,‟ by
the holiness of her life and humble works of love to the poorest
Mother Teresa will be
canonised on 4 September of the poor. We pray, through her intercession, for the grace to
2016 by Pope Francis
experience your merciful love and share it in our own families,
communities and with all our suffering brothers and sisters.
Help us to give our “hearts to love and hands to serve” after the example of Mother Teresa.
Lord Jesus, bless every member of our family, our parish, our diocese, our country, especially
those most in need, that we all may be transformed by your merciful love. Amen.
CANONISATION OF BLESSED MOTHER TERESA – Sunday, 4 Sep. All are
invited to join in commemorating this great event in the life of our Church in
this Jubilee Year of Mercy. Archbishop Fisher OP will be celebrating 6.00pm
Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral followed by a webcast of the Canonisation ceremony from Rome in the Cathedral College Hall. BQ Dinner,Mustard Seed Bookshop
and an exhibition on the life of Mother Teresa will be available on the night.

MATER DEI CATHOLIC CHURCH
1008 King Georges Road, Blakehurst 2221, NSW
ST. RAPHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
84 George Street, South Hurstville
pp@materdei-straphael.org.au &
www.materdei-straphael.org.au
Parish Secretary: Praneeti Cyril
Office hours: Tues, Wed & Thurs 9.30am to 2.30 pm
Phone: 9546 2605 - Fax: 95472323
Email: admin@materdei-straphael.org.au
Parish Ministry Coordinator: Michael Fernandes
Office hours: Tues, Wed & Fri 10am – 1pm
Phone: 0437517758
Email: mc@materdei-straphael.org.au
Pastoral Ministry Coordinator: Br. Ben Krupowicz
Phone: 02 95462544
email: strsh@outlook.com
Fr. Jan Chrzczonowicz French Chaplain
Phone: 0412786245
Mater Dei Primary School: (02) 95467298
Principal: Mr. Peter Cranney
St. Raphael Primary School: (02) 95464898
Principal: Mrs. Annette McKenzie

There will be morning tea after 8:30 AM Mass at St Raphael’s Church Hall.
All are welcome. Any help with food would be greatly appreciated.

Ways to be Merciful during the Year of Mercy
 Whenever you’re in a group of your peers, look for someone who may be struggling internally,
who may be afflicted on the inside, and go over and talk to them and let them know you care
about them.
 Send a care package to orphanages near you or around the country.
...to be continued
Ministry 3rd & 4th
Sept 2016 (1st Sun)
Acolytes / SS
EMHC
Readers
Altar Servers
Children’s Liturgy
Ministry 10th &
11th Sept 2016
(2nd Sun)
Acolytes / SS
EMHC
Readers

St. Raphael’s
5.00pm V

8.30am

6.15pm V

10.00am

Greg Driver
Moya Smyth / Ellen
Marks

Max M.
Annie M / Rosie
Gould

Acolyte Required

Paul Watson

Lova t Fa mi l y

Crosby Family

Ga bri el l a , Aa l i ya h,
Gi ni a
Ma ry, Ha nna h,
Ra chel

Gail A/ Angela H/
Luisa Galea

Ethan Byrne
Diana Baladi

Mater Dei

5.00pm V

8.30am

6.15pm V

10.00am

Greg Driver
Ida Chandra /
Shirley Wakefield

Michael F.
Sophia Zakhem/
Monica F
McCluskey /
McKenzie

Gary Cartmer

Graeme Dorahy

Pa vi a Fa mi l y

Altar Servers

Li l y, Anna bel l e,
Mi ka el a

Children’s Liturgy

Kel l y, Del a ney

Music
Power Point
operators

Marguerite

St. Raphael’s

Joan Hanson / Jean
Dorahy

Angeline Selvaraj
Norma

Volunteers

Marguerite
Ronnie Cartmer /
Louise Tapp

Chris Wong

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
OBITUARY

Mater Dei

Sonia Magpilly /
Maureen Wells

8th September

Kim

Kim

Bro. Mi cha el /Ra y

Wendy & Michael
Eather

Please arrange for a replacement if you are unable to serve in your ministry - Michael Fernandes 0437517758

We regret to announce that, Ursula Therese Wambeek,
passed away on 31st August. She was a well respected
member of the Mater Dei Church community. We
extend our heartfelt condolences to her family.
Our thoughts and prayers are with them.

Mater Dei and St Raphael's Parishes Calendar 2016
17 & 18/9/16

MD - Sacrament of Eucharist

MD Church

13/10/16

MD Pastoral Council Meet @ 7PM

MD Hall

30/10/16

Mater Dei Church 60th Anniversary

MD Parish

26/11/16

SR Christmas Party after Evening Mass

SR Hall

Both Churches have a hearing loop
installed: switch your hearing aid to “T- coil”.
Please pray for the work of this Council which
has been set up as part of the Church’s response to the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. Please
pray especially, too, for the victims of child

