Scriptural context – Matthew v Luke

Ask a child (or even most adults) to describe the
scene at the birth of Jesus and you will hear a confused combination of the two scriptural accounts
with several non-scriptural additions. It is a shame
that the two versions have merged into one as each
is deserving of its own integrity. The Matthew account emphasises Jesus as the fulfilment of prophecy and has Wise Men as the witnesses to his birth in
a house. It is from Luke that we have the much
humbler birth in a manger witnessed by the lowly
shepherds. Each has something different and distinct to say about Jesus and his mission.
Historical Context – The Nativity scene

St Francis of Assisi is credited with setting up the
first nativity scene and thus establishing a tradition
that is carried on today in homes, churches and
public spaces in Christian communities everywhere.
In 1223, in the town of Greccio he created a life size
tableau of the nativity scene to heighten the awareness of the celebration of the birth of Christ. It included statues of the holy family and a live ox and
donkey. The inclusion of the livestock has no scriptural support and it is to Francis that we owe the
array of sheep, oxen and donkeys that have become
standard inclusions in our nativity scenes.

POSITION VACANT – CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE
OF SYDNEY. Applications are being considered for the
position of Manager, Office for Youth and Young
Adults. For further information please visit www.catholicjobsonline.com.au or by contacting Anthony Spata, REACH Human Resources, on 0402 210
055. Applications close Friday, 20 January 2017.

CATHOLICCARE: SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF
SYDNEY FOR 75 YEARS. CatholicCare services assist people to live and thrive at every age. We provide disability services, counselling and support for
children, young people and families and deliver ageing services in the home. We can assist you to navigate the new world of the NDIS and My Aged Care.
To find out more call 13 18 19, email connect@catholiccare.org or visit
www.catholiccare.org.
YOUTH SUMMER SCHOOLS OF EVANGELISATION 2017 – A Great Summer Retreat! What are
you doing this summer? Come on a week-long retreat for young people wanting to encounter Jesus in
a new way and share the Christian challenge with
others. Theme: “River of Grace” Ezekiel 47:9. Includes lectures and seminars, prayer, music, loads
of fun and new friends. Held at Bathurst NSW (815 January 2017). Run by the Disciples of Jesus
Community for over 25 years. For ages 16-35. For
more information see
www.summerschool.org.au.

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land.

Tell Your Story In The Catholic Weekly. Do you have a local
parish news story which would be
of interest to the many readers of
the Catholic Weekly? The Catholic
Weekly is always looking for human interest, inspirational and
faith-based stories for our weekly
publication. If you have a story
send it to: production@catholicweekly.com.au or
call (02) 9390 5407. We’d love to
hear your story.

Archbishop Fisher Welcomes
Appointment of New Bishop of
Lismore - Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP has welcomed the
appointment by Pope Francis of
Sydney Carmelite priest Fr Greg
Homeming OCD as the new bishop of Lismore in northern New
South Wales. In a sign of the
changing face of the church in
Australia Bishop-elect Homeming
will be the first ChineseAustralian bishop; his appointment also signals the growing
strength of Chinese Catholics in
Australia.

Charismatic Retreat 27 To 29 January 2017 – “Living in the fullness of
the Holy Spirit.” Have we ever experienced the fullness of the inner transformation and empowerment that the Holy Spirit has available for us? Perhaps
our walk, once strong has become jaded and we need renewal. Perhaps we
simply know that there is always something to learn about the ways of the
Spirit. This retreat could be the answer.
COME AND SEE! Your prompt booking
by 13 January 2017 would be appreciated. The CCR Service Team for New
South Wales will be there to welcome
Lights Of Christmas 8 Dec-25 Dec. Once
again, St Mary’s Cathedral will light up this
Christmas with inspiring and reflective projections of the Christmas season. FREE
EVENT! St Mary’s Cathedral Forecourt 8-25
Dec each night from 7.30pm-12.00am
www.lightsofchristmas.com.au.

Pick up your copy for $2 only
today.

Parishes of Mater Dei Blakehurst &
The Nativity of the Lord
(Christmas) Day
Entrance Antiphon: Cf. Is 9:5
A child is born for us, and a son
is given to us; his sceptre of
power rests upon his shoulder,
and his name will be called Messenger of great counsel.
First Reading: Is 52:7-10

The Lord redeems the entire
earth.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 97:1-6.
R. v.3
(R.) All the ends of the earth
have seen the saving power of
God.
1. Sing a new song to the Lord
for he has worked wonders.
His right hand and his holy arm
have brought salvation. (R.)
2. The Lord has made known
his salvation; has shown his justice to the nations. He has remembered his truth and love
for the house of Israel. (R.)
3. All the ends of the earth have
seen the salvation of our God.
Shout to the Lord all the earth,
ring out your joy. (R.)
4. Sing psalms to the Lord with
the harp, with the sound of music. With trumpets and the
sound of the horn acclaim the
King, the Lord. (R.)
Second Reading : Heb 1:1-6
God has spoken through his
Son.
Gospel Acclamation : Mt 1:23
Alleluia, alleluia! A virgin
will give birth to a son; his
name will be Emmanuel:
God is with us. Alleluia!
Gospel : Jn 1:1-18
John begins his Gospel with „In
the beginning...‟.
Communion antiphon: Cf. Ps
97:3
All the ends of the earth have seen the
salvation of our God.

St Raphael’s South Hurstville
BULLETIN

25th Dec 2016

It’s the time again to recall the God who became a baby and was born
for us all. He comes to seek us out and console us - to make level our
roadway and fill it with hope. Lying in the manger, that God in Jesus is
embracing the frailty of humanity. The Christmas message is discovering
God with us, and in Jesus’ life we see God’s love and desire for justice
and peace. Let us be united in prayer and works of charity and taste the
mercy and compassion of God our loving Father!
May we always have hands lifted in prayer; hands prepared to serve.
I wish each one of you
a Blessed Christmas and
a New Year filled with
the benevolence of Our Lord.
May EMMANUEL God-with-us bring us peace and joy!

Fr Isidore
REFLECTION

Today the Christmas celebration gains a new depth of theological
meaning. At midnight, the birth in history was proclaimed. At dawn,
the initiative of God's gift was declared and the community's joyful
gratitude was announced. In this third celebration, the identity of
Christ and the new way of life that he brings is announced.
If our eyes are open and alert, we can see that God has won a victory
for us, one that is tangible and realised in our midst. It is an overwhelming victory, one that permanently conquers the enemy. This victory has a profound impact on every place, every time and every people. The birth of the infant, the king in David's line, promises salvation
to all who long for it. This salvation is a new vision of wisdom, one that
has been realised in Christ, God's agent of grace in the world. It is a
new world, one of inclusivity and of righteous honour. It is a new age,
one that is ushered in by the child who is leading a victory procession.
Ultimately, only eyes of faith allow us to see the fullness of God's revelation. The glory of the infant king is the very presence of God made
flesh. Jesus is the eternal incarnate Word who has pitched his tent
among us. Ours is not a distant God; the incarnate wisdom of God is
among us, and we are called to a change of heart that will allow us to
see this wonder.
@ Dianne Bergant CSS

Next Sunday‟s Readings
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother
of God - The Octave Day of the
Nativity of the Lord

Nm 6:22-27
Ps 66:2-3. 5. 6. 8. R. v.2
Gal 4:4-7
Lk 2:16-21

UNITED IN FAITH, GUIDED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT NOURISHED BY THE
EUCHARIST, COMMITTED TO PROCLAIMING THE
GOSPEL.WE STRIVE TO LIVE AS GOD ASKS
“to act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly with your God’ (Micah 6:8)

MASS TIMES
Mater Dei

St. Raphael

Saturday
6.15pm
5.00pm
Sunday
10.00am
8.30am
Tuesday
8.00am
Wednesday
8.00am
Thursday
9.15am
Friday
8.00am
9.00am
RECONCILIATION: (also by appointment)

New Parishioners, visitors:
Come along and make yourself known to Fr Isidore,
our parish priest. He will be delighted to meet you.
Sick List: If you know any sick people you would like
parishioners to pray for, contact the parish office.
Mater Dei Piety Stall: Located at the back of the
church. Between the Garage and the Kennedy Centre.

Baptisms and Weddings
You are very welcome to talk to the Parish Priest, but
by appointment only. Please do not set firm dates unSaturday
4.30pm
til you have spoken to the priest. Preparation is
EXPOSITION
essential, for both.
Friday
7:30 pm —8:30 pm
Visitation of the sick and infirm
Saturday
4pm —4:45pm
If you know of someone who is sick and would like a
Legions of Mary
priest to visit them, and receive the sacraments of the
MD: Meets 10am every Monday
Blessings of the sick, or the anointing of the sick,
morning in the Piety Stall at Mater Dei.
please let the Parish Office know, with name, address
St R‟s Rosary and Meeting every
and phone number, if possible. Also if they would like
Friday at 9:30
We need more members!
to receive the Eucharist regularly in the home.
St Vincent de Paul Society
Meets second Tuesday of each month in the
Kennedy Centre at Mater Dei at 7.30 pm.

&

Christmas Mass timings 2016
Saturday, 24th December
St. Raphael’s
4:00 PM Carols followed by
4:30 PM Mass
Mater Dei
6:15 PM Mass
11:30 PM Carols followed by
midnight mass
Sunday, 25th December
St. Raphael’s 8:30 AM
Mater Dei 10:00 AM
Croatian Mass 11:00 AM at St Raphael’s

Mater Dei

Home Rosary

St. Raphael’s
ADVENT & CHRISTMAS BREAK

The Holy Father's Intentions for the
Month of December 2016 - That the scandal of child-soldiers may be eliminated the
world over.

New Year Mass Timings 2017
St Raphael’s
Mater Dei

Please Pray for:
Recently Deceased: Bessie Murray, Maria
Terzito Rizzuto, Graham Hampden Murphy,
Paul Tien,
Fr William Davis, Pasquale
Spagnolo, Roslyn Marmez, Jamila Safar, Betty Danvers, Josephine Binding, Wilhemina
Sims, Ursula Therese Wambeek , Georges
Antoine, Max Sullivan, Benny Virgona
Also pray for: Hong Nguyen, Members of
Kursar Family, Jose Oliveira,Fernando,
Conseisao,Jose, Maria, Albine Alvarez , Sam
Greco, Domenico Portolesi,Tony Gonzales,
Maria Angeles, Francine Kidd, All souls in
Purgatory

- Pope Francis

Saint of the Week :

St John the Evangelist was a son of Zebedee and brother
of James. John and James (the Greater) were apostles of Jesus,
who referred to them as the ‘sons of thunder’. He was a witness to
many events including the Transfiguration, the raising of Jairus’
daughter and the Agony in the Garden of Gethsemane. As he stood
at the foot of the cross, John was told by Jesus to accept Mary as his
adopted mother. John was the first to reach the tomb when told of
the resurrection and the first to recognise the Risen Lord when he
appeared to them at Lake Tiberias. Towards the end of his life, John
wrote the fourth Gospel as a witness to the Divinity of Christ. He also
wrote three epistles contained in the New Testament, and is
traditionally, though perhaps not correctly, identified as the author of
the Book of Revelation.

MERRY CHRISTMAS & A HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE!

PARISH DIRECTORY
PARISH PRIEST: FR. ISIDORE ANANTHARAJ
MATER DEI CATHOLIC CHURCH
1008 King Georges Road, Blakehurst 2221, NSW
ST. RAPHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
84 George Street, South Hurstville
pp@materdei-straphael.org.au &
www.materdei-straphael.org.au
Parish Secretary: Praneeti Cyril
Office hours: Tues, Wed & Thurs 9.30am to 2.30 pm
Phone: 9546 2605 - Fax: 95472323
Email: admin@materdei-straphael.org.au
Parish Ministry Coordinator: Michael Fernandes
Office hours: Tues, Wed & Fri 10am – 1pm
Phone: 0437517758
Email: mc@materdei-straphael.org.au
Pastoral Ministry Coordinator: Br. Ben Krupowicz
Phone: 02 95462544
email: strsh@outlook.com
Fr. Jan Chrzczonowicz French Chaplain

Bible Reading—Men’s Group
Thursdays 8PM- 9PM @St Raphael’s School
Hall . All are invited.
Call: Carl Pavia 0418 672 394
Home Rosary

"God never gives someone a gift they are not capable of receiving. If he gives us the
gift of Christmas, it is because we all have the ability to understand and receive it.”

8:30 AM
10:00 AM

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND
TYPE
St Raphael‟s
Mater Dei
First

481.80

278.60

Second: loose

344.90

393.70

Envelopes

554.50

556.00

A Prayer for the Christmas Meal

Lee, a seven-year-old boy, was asked to say thanks for the
Christmas dinner. The family members bowed their heads in
Mass Offered for the whole Year: Jeffrey George expectation. Lee began his prayer, thanking God for his
Mommy, Daddy, brothers, sister, Grandma, and all his aunts
Bishop, Mary El Khouri & Karam El Khouri
and uncles. Then he began to thank God for the food.
Mass Offered: Felice & Josephine DeFina,
He gave thanks for the turkey, the stuffing, the Christmas
Midnight Mass Offered: Victor Care
pudding, even the cranberry sauce. Then Lee paused, and
Sick: Orlando Casas, Adriana, Brian & Barbara
everyone waited ... and waited. After a
Waterman, Paul McCann, Robyn Mattern, Mary
long silence, the young fellow looked up
Foar, Roger Elsworthy, Maria Turiano, Zora
at his mother and asked, 'If I thank God
Jurcevic, Kate Paulis, Michael Higgins, Sam
for the Brussels sprouts, won't he know
Crawford, George & Therese Mir, Sidney Yenthat I'm lying?'
son, Joanne McRea, Sue McDermott, Residents
of Cheddar Street Nursing Home

Notice re Tax Deductibility on Planned Giving
Due to recent NSW State Government legislative changes that take effect from
1 January 2017 it will not be possible to provide tax deductibility on planned giving donations made after 31 December 2016. A tax deductible receipt will however be provided
for any contributions made for the period 1 July to 31 December 2016.
Our Bookkeeper has advised that the last date for giving to ensure a tax deduction
is 25th December (using the envelopes). However if you wish to donate using the credit
card (given that some may wish to donate for the remainder of the financial year), Maria
will be in the office on the 29th December to process the credit cards then. Please complete the credit card section on the back of the envelope for authority
Any donations after this date, will not have a tax deductibility. Tax receipts will be
issued after 01 July 2017 for all giving including CWF . For any further inquiries please
contact Maria on Thursday 22nd December on Parish Office Number 9546 2605.
Ministry 24th &
25th Dec 2016

St. Raphael’s

Mater Dei

5.00pm V

8.30am

6.15pm V

10.00am

Acolytes / SS

Greg Driver

Michael B.

Ray Low, Graeme

Gary, Onsi

EMHC

Susi Fabbro

Kathy, Rosemary
Florence

Readers

Volunteers

Volunteers

Altar Servers

Volunteers

Volunteers

Marguerite
Family Mass

Lucy Mitry, Phil
Monaghan

Children’s Liturgy
Ministry 31st Dec
& 1st Jan 2017
Acolytes / SS
EMHC
Readers
Altar Servers

St. Raphael’s
5.00pm V

8.30am

Greg Driver
Br. Ben
Ida Chandra / Shirley Sophia Zakhem /
Wakefield
Monica F
McCluskey/ McKenzie

Zakhem Family

Riley, Joshua, Marc,
Annabelle

Marcus Kursar

Mater Dei
6.15pm V

10.00am

Gary Cartmer

Graeme Dorahy
Marguerite

Anne-Marie/Fiona
D.

Children’s Liturgy
Music

Debra A/ Trish A.

`
Michele Walters

Julia Martin

Marion Binns

Kim Laffan

Please arrange for a replacement if you are unable to serve in your ministry - Michael Fernandes 0437517758

Phone: 0412786245
Mater Dei Primary School: (02) 95467298
Principal: Mr. Peter Cranney
St. Raphael Primary School: (02) 95464898
Principal: Mrs. Annette McKenzie

Christmas 2016
Mater Dei

St Raphael's

24th Vigil
Mass
Marion
Binns
Graeme/
Ray Low

24th Vigil
Mid Night
25th 10am
Mass
Norma Gum / Kim Laffan / Michele
Music
John Tse
John Tse
Walters
Paul W/
Greg
Acolyte
Gary Cartmer
Tony O
Driver
Lucy Mitry /
Sonia Reilly Louise Tapp /
Readers
Phil
Volunteers
/ Fiona D Sonia Magpily
Monaghan

25th
8:30am
Julia
Martin
Michael
Bosnjak
Volunteers

In the new year, Mater Dei Church needs a catechist to
teach years 3/4 at Bald Face Public school. The Class is
on Wednesday at 9:25am. There are about 20 students. All help and training will be provided. If you are
interested please contact the Parish
Office on 9546
2605. You may also let the Parish Priest know or meet
Sacramental Coordinator Mrs Marion Binns.

Available in the foyer :
Pick up your copy today.
Emmanuel - Prayer Book for Advent : $3 only.
Columban Art Calendar - $10 only.
Frankly - Gift for Christmas : $3 only.

Both Churches have a hearing loop
installed: switch your hearing aid to “T- coil”.
Please pray for the work of this Council which has
been set up as part of the Church’s response to
the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses
to Child Sexual Abuse. Please pray especially, too,
for the victims of child sexual abuse by clergy,
religious and Church employees.

