Devotions to Honour Our Lady of Lourdes

Mass and Blessing of the Sick will be held at Our Lady of
Lourdes Grotto, Earlwood, on Sunday the 9 October (behind
Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Earlwood), entrance via St.
James Avenue, Earlwood, commencing with recitation of the
Rosary at 2:30 p.m. followed by Mass and the Blessing of
the Sick at 3:00 p.m. Due to changes to the school playground, parking is no longer available, Disabled parking
will be limited to the main driveway entrance to the Grotto.
Parking is also available in the surrounding streets and
Council car park.
ST ALOYSIUS’ COLLEGE OPEN DAY - Sunday,
23 October 2016. St Aloysius’ College invites you
to attend our biennial Open Day. This is an opportunity to tour the facilities and to meet teachers
and students. Junior School (Years 3 to 6): 9.30am
– 12.30pm at 29 Burton Street, Milsons Point. Senior School (Years 7 to 12): 10.30am – 1.00pm at
47 Upper Pitt Street, Milsons Point. For further information, visit www.staloysius.nsw.edu.au or contact The Registrar on 02 9936 5535. Email: registrar@staloysius.nsw.edu.au. Please note that parking in the area is limited; however, parking is available at Luna Park (charges apply).

Term 3 at both our schools concluded this Friday on
23rd September and will resume on Monday , 10th
October. We wish everyone a most relaxing and safe
break. We thank our teachers and staff for their dedication and hard work. We look forward to seeing happy and refreshed faces in the final term of 2016.

TELL YOUR STORY IN THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY.
Do you have a local parish news story which would
be of interest to the many readers of the Catholic
Weekly? The Catholic Weekly is always looking for
human interest, inspirational and faith-based stories
for our weekly publication. If you have a story
please send it to:production@catholicweekly.com.au
or call (02) 9390 5407.We’d love to hear your story.
THE ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY Sydney
Archdiocese is currently recruiting for its Membership Development Officer role. This is a full time
position responsible for promoting the growth of Society Conferences throughout the Sydney Archdiocese, and building the capacity of members to be a
voice for social justice and effectively serve those in
need in their local communities. The position is a
vital link to engage the involvement of young people
in the good works of the Society. More information
about this role can be obtained by emailing at
catherinec@sydneyvinnies.org.

Annual Catechists’ Mass which will be celebrated by
Bishop Anthony (Tony) Randazzo. It will commence at
2.00pm in St Marys Cathedral, on Sunday 9 October to
be followed by afternoon tea in the College Hall. Some
Catechists will be receiving special awards at the
Mass.For catering purposes, kindly advise Laura or
Julia on 9307 8330 of your attendance. All are invited
and encouraged to attend

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land.

Your contribution to the Church is your
appreciation for your Parish. To become
a regular contributor please fill in this
slip and return it to the Parish Office or
place it on the Sunday Collection Plate.
You could also send us an email at
admin@materdei-straphael.org.au

Planned Giving Envelope
Request Form
Name………………………………………………………
…………………………………………….…………………
Address ………………………………………………...
………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………….
Phone (H) ………………………………………...……
Mobile …………………………………………...…….
Blakehurst
South Hurstville
100% Tax Deductible (over $2.00)

28th Sept 2016

“ Continuous Search for
God” - 7:30PM in St Raphael‟s Meeting Room. For any enquiries please contact Graeme Dorahy 9546 6032.
TELL YOUR STORY IN THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY If you have a local
parish news story which would be of
interest to the many readers please
send it to:
production@catholicweekly.com.au
or call (02) 9390 5407.

Altar Servers Needed
Altar Serving is responding to
God’s call to serve at his table !
It takes a special person to be
an Altar Server.The Altar Server
is invited by the faith community
to assist the presider (Priest Celebrant) at
Mass and other liturgies of the church. This
prayerful service is one of several liturgical
ministries. We would like to invite children to
experience this Special Ministry at our weekend masses at our Churches. If you are interested to learn more or join the Altar Server
Ministry, please complete a registration form
kept in the Church foyer and send it to the
Parish Office or call on 95462605.

Parishes of Mater Dei Blakehurst &

St Raphael’s South Hurstville

Twenty-sixth Sunday in
Ordinary Time - Year C
Entrance Antiphon Dn 3:31,29,
30,43,42

All that you have done to us, O Lord,
you have done with true judgement,
for we have sinned against you and
not obeyed your commandments.
But give glory to your name and deal
with us according to the bounty of
your mercy.

First Reading: Am 6:1. 4-7
Woe to the complacent.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 145:6-10.
R. v.2
(R.) Praise the Lord, my soul!

1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for
ever, who is just to those who are
oppressed. It is he who gives bread to
the hungry, the Lord, who sets prisoners free. (R.)
2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the
blind, who raises up those who are
bowed down. It is the Lord who
loves the just, the Lord, who protects
the stranger. (R.)
3. He upholds the widow and orphan but thwarts the path of the
wicked. The Lord will reign for ever,
Zion’s God, from age to age. (R.)

Second Reading : 1 Tm 6:11-16
Fight the good fight
Gospel Acclamation : 2 Cor 8:9

Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus Christ was
rich but he became poor, to make
you rich out of his poverty.
Alleluia!

Gospel : Lk 16:19-31

Parable of the rich man and Lazarus.

Communion antiphon: Cf. Ps
118:49-50
Remember your word to your servant, O Lord, by which you have given me hope. This is my comfort
when I am brought low.

BULLETIN
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Reflection

In our struggles to be faithful disciples, we frequently must endure periods when we feel abandoned by God. When we have been
intent on serving God with genuine devotion, such times are
particularly trying, for one would expect that God would not
withdraw consolations. When this happens, the broken heart and
the strained spirit cry out to God in complaint: How long? Why?
We have all been worn down by life, tempted to give up, too weary
to go on.
Faith in God is a gift for which we pray. It enables us to
accomplish marvellous feats; with it we can move mountains. As
unprofitable servants, we do not earn it; we have no right to claim
it as our own. We are the ones from whom faithful service will be
expected. We will be sent to plough the fields and tend the sheep.
We will be called to serve at table.
The faith that is ours has been mediated to us through the community. We have heard about God and about Jesus from others,
from our parents and families, from our teachers and those who
preach, from those with whom we work and play. Faith comes
from God, but through the mediation of the community. Timothy
received faith from his mother and grandmother. It was strengthened in him through the imposition of Paul’s hands and through
his preaching of the word of God. Furthermore, what Paul

taught had first been handed down to him from those who
preceded him

.

by Dianne Bergant CSS

Gospel Focus – Faith
The disciples ask Jesus to increase their faith, but their question – and
the reply given by Jesus – does not make clear the faith that they want
increased. Is it their faith in God; their faith in themselves; or their faith
in the people they are called to serve? The response by Jesus suggests
that, in fact, it is faith in all these things. Faith in God and faith in self are
intrinsically linked and Jesus makes plain to the disciples that this faith
must find its expression in selfless service to others.

Prayer after Communion
May this heavenly mystery, O Lord,
restore us in mind and body, that we may
be coheirs in glory with Christ,
to whose suffering we are united
whenever we proclaim his Death.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Next Sunday’s Readings
Twenty-seventh
Sunday in Ordinary
Time - Year C
Hab 1:2-3; 2:2-4
Ps 94:1-2. 6-9. R. v.8
2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14
Lk 17:5-10

UNITED IN FAITH, GUIDED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT NOURISHED BY THE
EUCHARIST, COMMITTED TO PROCLAIMING THE
GOSPEL.WE STRIVE TO LIVE AS GOD ASKS
“to act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly with your God’ (Micah 6:8)

MASS TIMES
Mater Dei

St. Raphael

Saturday
6.15pm
5.00pm
Sunday
10.00am
8.30am
Tuesday
8.00am
Wednesday
8.00am
Thursday
9.15am
Friday
8.00am
9.00am
RECONCILIATION: (also by appointment)
Saturday
EXPOSITION
Friday
7pm— 8pm
Saturday
From

4.30pm
8pm- 9pm
4pm

Legions of Mary
MD: Meets 10am every Monday
morning in the Piety Stall at Mater Dei.
St R’s Rosary and Meeting every
Friday at 9:30
We need more members!
St Vincent de Paul Society
Meets second Tuesday of each month in the
Kennedy Centre at Mater Dei at 7.30 pm.

Bible Reading—Men’s Group
Thursdays 8PM- 9PM @St Raphael’s School
Hall . All are invited. Call: Carl Pavia 0418 672 394
Home Rosary Mater Dei
27-9-16. Nives Care
33 Church St Blakehurst 8-00 P.M
4-10-16 Caterina and Greg Colubriale
68 Hatfield St Blakehurst 8-00 P.M
Home Rosary St. Raphael’s Mon 7:30PM
26-09-2016 Minh & Helen Nguyen
135 West St, South Hurstville
03-10-2016 Henriette Prego
31 Waterview St, Carlton

Please Pray for:

New Parishioners, visitors:
Come along and make yourself known to Fr Isidore, our
parish priest. He will be delighted to meet you.
Sick List: If you know any sick people you would like
parishioners to pray for, contact the parish office.
Mater Dei Piety Stall: Located at the back of the church.
Between the Garage and the Kennedy Centre.
Baptisms and Weddings
You are very welcome to talk to the Parish Priest, but by
appointment only. Please do not set firm dates until you
have spoken to the priest. Preparation is essential, for
both.
Visitation of the sick and infirm
If you know of someone who is sick and would like a
priest to visit them, and receive the sacraments of the
Blessings of the sick, or the anointing of the sick, please
let the Parish Office know, with name, address and
phone number, if possible. Also if they would like to
receive the Eucharist regularly in the home.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
The parishes run Children’s
Liturgy of the Word sessions
during Mass on Saturday evenings at St Raphael’s and Sunday mornings at Mater Dei.
We need more volunteers to help (on a roster) with
this very worthwhile work. Resources are provided.
If you are interested, you are very welcome to tag
along some time and see how it works. Please contact the Parish Office on 95462605/95462544 or
email at admin@materdei-straphael.org.au
A Thanksgiving Prayer
O Great St. Joseph of Cupertino who while on earth did
obtain from God the grace to be asked at your examination only the questions you knew, obtain for me a like
favour in the examinations for which I am now preparing.
In return I promise to make you known and cause you to
be invoked. Through Christ our Lord.
St Joseph of Cupertino.
Pray for us.
Remember, when you succeed in the
exams then you should thank St. Joseph
of Cupertino in the Newspaper.

Recently Deceased: Wilhemina Sims, Ursula
Therese Wambeek , Georges Antoine, Max
Sullivan, Benny Virgona, Sr Jean Marie Brennan, (RSC),Trevor Haney,Peter Lynch, Margaret Moran, Ruth Hayes, Elaine Wellard, Bill
Herden Patricia Quirk, Maureen Whelan, Fr
Kevin Spillane, Dermie Fewkes, Terrance
Clifton, Bernie Holdsworth, Mgr John Walsh,
COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND
Fr Dominic Ceresoli, Billy Mascarenhas,
Also pray for: Albine Alvarez , Sam Greco,
TYPE
St Raphael’s
Mater Dei
Domenico Portolesi,Tony Gonzales, Maria
First
435.75
891.45
Angeles, Francine Kidd, Ron Brooks, Antonieta Mayorga, Jose Caicedo, Robert Holt,
185.10
1113.25
Natalina Beghetto, Natale Pelle, Arturo Caru- Second: loose
so, Michael Webster, Catherine Kelly,
Envelopes
806.50
340.00
Clarice Dorahy, Les Woodward, All souls in
Purgatory
UNANSWERED PRAYER
Mass Offered for the whole Year: Jeffrey George
Bishop, Mary El Khouri & Karam El Khouri
Mass Offered: Felice & Josephine DeFina
Anniversary: Les Woodward, Joan Beater & Mary
Ellen Derrig, Victor Care , Antonio Alvaro

Sick: Paul McCann, Robyn Mattern, Mary Foar,
Roger Elsworthy, Maria Turiano, Zora Jurcevic,
Kate Paulis, Michael Higgins, Sam Crawford,
George & Therese Mir, Sidney Yenson, Joanne
McRea, Sue McDermott, Residents of Cheddar
Street Nursing Home

A 5-year-old girl noticed that the priest always
paused and bowed his head for a moment before
starting his sermon. One day, she asked her mum
why. "Well, Honey," she began, proud that her
daughter was so observant in the Church.
"He’s asking the Lord to help him preach a good sermon."
"How come He doesn't answer it?" she asked.

“Let us ask for a faith that allows us to have trust in God no matter what the circumstances
of life.
- Pope Francis 13Sep2016

This weekend St Raphael’s Community will be celebrating its Patronal Feast .
St Raphael : St Raphael is known as the angel of healing. He
was full of compassion for people who were struggling physically,
mentally, emotionally or spiritually. St Raphael works to bring
people closer to God so they can experience the peace God wants
to give them. He is often associated with joy and laughter, and with
travellers. People sometimes ask for St Raphael’s help to: heal them
of illness or wounds that are physical, mental, emotional or
spiritual in nature, We ask St Raphael to show us how God wants us
to compassionately reach out to those who are hurting to bring
healing into our lives.
We celebrate Social Justice Sunday on 25 September. This year, the Australian
Bishops‟ Social Justice Statement is titled: „A Place at the Table: Social justice in an ageing society‟. The Statement celebrates the value and dignity of older people in Australian
life. It challenges us to recognise their significant contribution to society and emphasises
that this contribution should not be valued in mere economic terms. The Statement calls
for justice for those who are most vulnerable and warns about a view of older people as
burdensome or dispensable. As Bishop Vincent Long Van Nguyen, Chairman of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council, says in the Introduction to the Statement:

At this time in Australia, we face a threefold challenge: to work for an inclusive
society that brings older people into the heart of the community; to ensure the dig
nity and care of people who are frail and most vulnerable to neglect or abuse; and
to foster solidarity among all generations, recognising the special affinity that exists
between young and old.

PARISH DIRECTORY
PARISH PRIEST: FR. ISIDORE ANANTHARAJ
MATER DEI CATHOLIC CHURCH
1008 King Georges Road, Blakehurst 2221, NSW
ST. RAPHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
84 George Street, South Hurstville
pp@materdei-straphael.org.au &
www.materdei-straphael.org.au
Parish Secretary: Praneeti Cyril
Office hours: Tues, Wed & Thurs 9.30am to 2.30 pm
Phone: 9546 2605 - Fax: 95472323
Email: admin@materdei-straphael.org.au
Parish Ministry Coordinator: Michael Fernandes
Office hours: Tues, Wed & Fri 10am – 1pm
Phone: 0437517758
Email: mc@materdei-straphael.org.au
Pastoral Ministry Coordinator: Br. Ben Krupowicz
Phone: 02 95462544
email: strsh@outlook.com
Fr. Jan Chrzczonowicz French Chaplain
Phone: 0412786245
Mater Dei Primary School: (02) 95467298
Principal: Mr. Peter Cranney
St. Raphael Primary School: (02) 95464898
Principal: Mrs. Annette McKenzie

For further details about the Social Justice Statement, visit the Australian Catholic Social
Justice Council website www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au or call (02) 8306 3499.

Ways to be Merciful during the Year of Mercy
 Next time you drive by a cemetery instead of holding your breath. Say this prayer: Eternal rest
grant unto them, O Lord. And let the perpetual light shine upon them. And may the souls of all
the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
 Volunteer to do manual labour to help in the upkeep of a homeless shelter . … to be continued
Ministry 24th &
25th Sept 2016
(4th Sun)
Acolytes / SS
EMHC
Readers
Altar Servers
Children’s Liturgy
Ministry 1st & 2nd
Oct 2016 (1st Sun)

St. Raphael’s

Mater Dei

5.00pm V

8.30am

6.15pm V

10.00am

Greg Driver

Michael Bosnjak

Bro. Michael

Graeme / Onsi

Shirley Wakefield

Kathy /Henrietta
/ Sophia

Pa vi a Fa mi l y

Yenson Family

Ga bri el l a , Cheryl ,
Ma rc, Li l y

Marguerite
Sonia Reilly / Fiona
Djapouras

Lucy Mitry / Phil
Monaghan

Ethan Byrne
No Liturgy

Cecel i a

St. Raphael’s

Mater Dei

5.00pm V

8.30am

6.15pm V

10.00am

Acolytes / SS

Greg Driver

Max

Acolyte required

Paul Watson

EMHC

Moya Smyth

Annie / Rosie

Readers

Lova t Fa mi l y

Yenson Family

Marguerite
Sonia Magpilly /
Maureen Wells

Gail A / Angela H /
Luisa Galea

Altar Servers
Children’s Liturgy

Ma ry, Ha nna h,
Ra chel

Music
Power Point
operators

Volunteers

No Liturgy
Julia

Kim

Kim

Chris Wong

Bro. Mi cha el /Ra y

Wendy & Michael
Eather

Please arrange for a replacement if you are unable to serve in your ministry - Michael Fernandes 0437517758

Mater Dei Church
Anniversary 30/10/16
We would like to request our Parishioners
and friends to share/contribute their photos, articles
and memoirs of Mater Dei Church and it’s community
of the times gone by. If you have any old photographs
or newspaper clippings that you think would be good to
share can they be brought to the office/emailed please.
We will scan the photograph or document so you can
have the original back. Please contact Parish Office on
95462605 or email admin@materdei-straphael.org.au
Mater Dei and St Raphael's Parishes Calendar 2016
13/10/16

MD Pastoral Council Meet @ 7PM

MD Hall

30/10/16

Mater Dei Church 60th Anniversary

MD Parish

24/11/16

SR Pastoral Council Meet @ 7PM

SR Parish

26/11/16

SR Christmas Party after Evening Mass

SR Hall

Both Churches have a hearing loop
installed: switch your hearing aid to “T- coil”.
Please pray for the work of this Council which
has been set up as part of the Church’s response to the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. Please
pray especially, too, for the victims of child

