
PARISH DIRECTORY 

PARISH PRIEST:  FR. ISIDORE ANANTHARAJ  
pp@materdei-straphael.org.au  

MATER DEI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
1008 King Georges Road, Blakehurst 2221, NSW  

ST. RAPHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
84 George Street, South Hurstville 

www.materdei-straphael.org.au 
 

Parish Secretary:  Neeti 
Office hours:  Wed & Fri 9:30am - 2:30pm 

Phone:  (02) 9546 2605  -  Fax:  9547 2323 
Email:  admin@materdei-straphael.org.au 

 

Parish Ministry Coordinator:  Michael Fernandes 

Office hours:   Tues, Wed & Fri 10am – 1pm 

M: 0437 517 758   E:  mc@materdei-straphael.org.au 

Pastoral Ministry Coordinator: Br. Ben Krupowicz 

Phone: (02) 9546 2544       E: strsh@outlook.com 

Fr. Jan Chrzczonowicz : (M) 0412 786 245 
 

Safeguarding Officer: Fr Isidore (02)9546 2605 
  

Mater Dei Primary School: (02) 9546 7298 
Principal: Mrs Anne Melrose 

St. Raphael Primary School: (02) 9546 4898  
Principal: Mrs Annette McKenzie 

MASS TIMES 

  Mater Dei St. Raphael 

Saturday 6.15pm 5.00pm 

Sunday 10.00am 8.30am 

Tuesday 8.00am -  

Wednesday 8.00am  - 

Novena 7pm - 7:30pm - 

Thursday  - 9.15am 

Friday 8.00am 9.00am 

RECONCILIATION:  (also by appointment) 

Saturday               - 4.30pm 

EXPOSITION   

Friday - 7:30 pm —8:30 pm 

Saturday - 4pm —4:45pm 

Please Pray for: 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND  

TYPE St Raphael’s Mater Dei 

First  322.65 288.10 

Second: loose 229.45 253.90 

Envelopes 1460.00 490.00 

Also pray for: Holy Souls in Purgatory  

Mass Offered: Elias Haddad,  Jeffrey Bishop,  

Sick: Emilia Rose Gibbs, Sr Annette O‟Connor 

rsc, Edna Edwards 

Home Rosary St Raphael  
Resumes 03 February 2020 

First Mondays Deanery Rosary prayers in           
St Bernadette Carlton resumes on 3 Feb  

  

          Home Rosary Mater Dei  
Resumes 04 February 2020  

St Raphael’s  - Sacrament of Confirmation 
Parent Information & Enrolment Night   
SR Church -  Wed, 25 March @ 5:30PM in       
            School Hall 
Sacrament of Confirmation - Thurs 28 May 

“It is true that going out on to the street implies the risk of accidents happening, as they would to any ordinary man or woman. But if the church stays wrapped up in itself, 

it will age. And if I had to choose between a wounded church that goes out on to the streets and a sick, withdrawn church, I would definitely choose the first one.”  Pope Francis 

The Relics Of St Therese Of Lisieux and Her 

Parents, will visit the Archdiocese of Sydney in 

February & March. Check the notice board 

Message from the Archdiocese of Sydney   
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate 
people to deal with crimes are the police. If 
you, or anyone you know,have been abused, 
please contact the police. Alternatively, you 
can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial 
Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or safe-
guardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You 
may also want to speak to your Parish Priest 
who’ll be able to provide support and guid-
ance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation 
to report crimes to the police. 

    Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual  Succour,  
Mater Dei Church, Blakehurst  

Every Wednesday at 7:00 PM - 7:30PM in the presence of the Blessed 

Sacrament.   Novena booklets will be available on the day.  

The rich businessman Raymond goes to meet his 

new son-in-law to be, Ben. He says to Ben, “So, 

tell me Ben, my boy, what you do?” “I study the 

Theology,” he replies. “But Ben, you are going to 

marry my daughter! How are going to feed and 

house her?” “No problem,” says Ben, “I study 

Theology, and it says God will provide.” “But you 

will have children! How will you educate them?” 

asks Raymond. “No problem,” says Ben, “I study 

Theology, and it says God will provide.” When 

Raymond returns home, his wife anxiously asks 

him what Ben is like. “Well,” says Raymond, “he‟s 

a lovely boy. I only just met him, and he already 

thinks I‟m God.”  

Vocation Discernment Weekend Run By The Capuchin Friars 

15-16th February 2020 

Come away for a couple of days to consider vocations to the priest-

hood and religious life. This weekend retreat is for men aged 18-35. 

Begins 9am Saturday and concludes 4pm Sunday at the Marymount 

Mercy Centre, Castle Hill. There will be Mass each day, Adoration, 

quiet prayer, talks, confession available and quiet time. Come and 

reflect on God's will in your life, and these particular ways of making 

a gift of self for the glory of God and in service of His Kingdom. The 

cost is only $50. Registrations required by 6th February. Please con-

tact Father Thomas: vocations@capuchinfriars.org.au or 0432 362 

052. https://www.capuchin.org.au  

5.00pm 8.30am 6.15pm V 10.00am 

Acolytes Greg Driver Earl , Gary Ray Low Michael  E, Norman

EMHC Ros ie Gould Henriette, Gai l  Margueri te Derrig

Readers Volunteer Volunteer
Br Michael

Nina Mi lazzo

Cath Logan 

Wendy Eather

Children’s Liturgy   No Li turgy

Music CD Norma Kim Ruan

5.00pm 8.30am 6.15pm V 10.00am 

Acolytes Greg Driver Norman Yenson Br Michael  Graeme Dorahy

EMHC Sus i  Fabbro
Kathy, Rosemary, 

Florence
 Margueri te Derrig

Readers Volunteer Volunteer
Volunteer        

Caterina  Colubria le

Lucy Mitry       

Phi l  Monaghan

Children’s Liturgy   No Li turgy

Ministry 25th Jan & 26th 

Jan (4th Sun)

St. Raphael’s Mater Dei

Please arrange for a replacement if you are unable to serve - Michael Fernandes 0437 517 758

Ministry 18th Jan & 19th 

Jan (3rd Sun)

St. Raphael’s Mater Dei

     BULLETIN                      19th Jan 2020 

   Parishes of  Mater Dei Blakehurst  &  

St Raphael’s South Hurstville

Entrance Antiphon: Ps 65:4 

All the earth shall bow down before 

you, O God, and shall sing to you, 

shall sing to your name, O Most 

High! 

 

First Reading: Is 49:3. 5-6  

Israel, a light to the nations.  

 

Responsorial Psalm :Ps 39:2. 4. 7-

10. R. vv.8. 9.  

(R.) Here I am, Lord; I come to do 

your will. 

 

1.I waited, I waited for the Lord and 

he stooped down to me; he heard 

my cry.He put a new song into my 

mouth, praise of our God. (R.) 

 

2.You do not ask for sacrifice and 

offerings,but an open ear. You do 

not ask for holocaust and victim. 

Instead, here am I. (R.) 

 

3.In the scroll of the book it stands 

written that I should do your will. 

My God, I delight in your law in the 

depth of my heart. (R.) 

 

4.Your justice I have proclaimed in 

the great assembly. My lips I have 

not sealed; you know it, O Lord.  

 

Second Reading: 1 Cor 1:1-3  

Paul sends greetings to the people of 

Corinth.  

 

Gospel Acclamation: Jn 1:14. 12 

Alleluia, alleluia! The Word of God 

became flesh and dwelt among us. 

He enabled those who accepted him 

to become the children of God. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel  : Jn 1:29-34  

John the Baptist points to Jesus.  

 

Communion  Antiphon:Cf.Ps 22:5 

You have prepared a table before 

me, and how precious is the chalice 

that quenches my thirst. 

SECOND SUNDAY IN  

ORDINARY  TIME - YEAR A  

UNITED IN FAITH, GUIDED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT  NOURISHED BY THE  

EUCHARIST,  COMMITTED TO PROCLAIMING THE  

GOSPEL.WE STRIVE  TO LIVE AS GOD ASKS  
 “to act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly with our God’ (Micah 6:8) 

REFLECTION 

Ours is an historical religion.  It not only unfolds within the joys and disappointments 

of time and place, but it is rooted in actual events that took place in the lives of real 

people.  The Christ to whom we commit ourselves is not a mythic character, a figment 

of communal religious imagination.  He is someone who was born into history, at a 

specific period of time, in a particular place.  He was known by real people like John 

the Baptist; he submitted himself to historical rituals like baptism.  He had followers 

who testified to the truth of both his existence and his life.  Jesus was a man of histo-

ry. 

Like Paul, we too have been called to be apostles.  We received this call when we 

were baptised.  The beginning of the year, with its custom of making new resolutions, 

is a wonderful time to remember to what we have committed ourselves.  At times it 

seems that our own apostleship is no less daunting than was Paul‟s.  However, it is 

no less immediate either.  Whether the period of history is the first half of the first cen-

tury, as was the time of Jesus, or the second half, as was the time of Paul, or the 

twenty-first century, as is our time, salvation unfolds within the events of time.  Fur-

thermore, the followers of Jesus always return to the events of his life in order to dis-

cover the meaning of the events in their lives.  These past events are reinterpreted in 

the ongoing present.  Discipleship is never otherworldly.  

                         @Diane Bergant CSA  

Collection at all Masses next weekend (Australia Day) 

for the St Vincent De Paul bushfire appeal 
We encourage you to donate to a special parish collection at 

Masses over the Australia Day weekend (25 and 26 Janu-

ary) through the St Vincent De Paul Society.   

Through this bushfire appeal, you can make a tangible difference in 

the lives of those affected, whether that be to cover basic clothing or 

the food bill for a family evacuated from their home. The support may 

also come through psychological counselling services for families left 

traumatised by the disaster or financial counselling as they struggle to 

pay unexpected bills.  Together we can offer real comfort and long 

term support to families left struggling after the bushfires. 

Red Mass    The Red Mass will be celebrated at 9am on Monday 3 

February at St Mary's Cathedral by Bishop Richard Umbers. Judges 

and counsel may robe in the Crypt below from 8.30am. The Red Mass 

has been celebrated since the Middle Ages (in Sydney since 1931) and 

invokes the grace of the Holy Spirit on lawyers-parliamentarians, judg-

es, barristers, solicitors, students, law lecturers-and all whose lives 

are touched by law. Inquiries: Anthony Herro 9247 0100. 

Living the Gospel – Pointing the way   John the Baptist fills the role of 

„pointing the way‟ to Jesus. In our own lives we also have the ability to „point the 
way‟ towards Jesus. It doesn‟t need to be as blatant as John‟s „Look, there he is!‟ 
However, the way we choose to live our life can point the way just as powerfully 
as John did. More often than not, our actions speak much more powerfully than 
any words we might utter. Consistently treating others with respect, maintaining 
prayer as a central part of life and working for justice in the world will make an 
impression on others and point the way to Jesus. 
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