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 LIKE JESUS CHRIST, FORCED TO FLEE  - WELCOMING, PROTECTING, PROMOTING AND INTEGRATING INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS 

                      106TH WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES  - SUNDAY, 27 SEPTEMBER 2020                

COVID-19 Update 

Parishioners are exhorted to wear 

face masks as a safeguard to help 

prevent the spread of COVID-

19.  Congregational singing, the sign 

of peace and passing of the collection 

plate continue to be suspended at this 

time. 

  

Church attendance numbers are lim-

ited to a maximum of 100 people, 

providing there is a four square metre 

space around each person, with the 

exception of people from the same 

household. 

  

All parishes must ensure that their 

churches are not left unattended when 

their doors are open and must keep 

written records with names and con-

tact details of everyone who comes 

into the church at any time and these 

records must be kept for at least 4 

weeks. 

  

Parishes are advised to designate 

specific people to monitor the sign-in 

process and to make sure all people 

attending Masses are registering (at 

least one person from each family 

group). 

  

Parishioners must not mingle before, 

during or after Mass since social dis-

tancing rules cannot be easily         

observed. 

The COVID-
Safe app is 
completely 
voluntary.   
 
Email:  

support@covidsafe.gov.au  
Telephone:  
1800 020 080 
 

Website:  
COVID Safe online  

Also pray for: Holy Souls in Purgatory  

Mass Offered: Elias Haddad,  Jeffrey Bishop, , 

Giovanni & Giovannina Favaloro, Josephine & 

Felice De Fina, Ellie & Samman family   

Death Anniversary:  Mary Ellen Derrig, Joan 

Beater 

For good health of: John Wakefield 

 Catholic Parish of St Raphael’s South Hurstville warmly  

          welcomes into its community this weekend 

       Chorus Peiyan Liu & Marius Minzhong Liu 

                        Pearl Lam & Anson Lam 

                    Congratulations to the families!  

There was a preacher who fell in the ocean and he couldn't swim. 

When a boat came by, the captain yelled, "Do you need help, sir?" 

The preacher calmly said "No, God will save me." A little later, anoth-

er boat came by and a fisherman asked, "Hey, do you need help?" 

The preacher replied again, "No God will save me." Eventually the 

preacher drowned & went to heaven. The preacher asked God, "Why 

didn't you save me?" God replied, "Fool, I sent you two boats!"  

World Mission Day - Sunday 18th of October  reminds Catholics 

about their commitment and support for the missionary work of the Church 
through prayer and sacrifice.  Your support of the needs of the missionary 
churches would be very much appreciated. 

106th WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES 2020  -   

This year’s theme for the Holy Father’s Message for 2020 World Day of Migrant and 

Refugee is: “Forced like Jesus Christ to flee”. Regarding the many statements of the 

Catholic Church on various aspects of migration, a recurring biblical image has often 

emerged: the Flight into Egypt of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. Like an icon of so many of 

the displaced, the Holy Family represents people “on the move”. The Church stands 

alongside the fragilities and dangers of the millions attempting to find a dignified 

home in the world.  

      BULLETIN                   27th Sep 2020 

   Parishes of  Mater Dei Blakehurst  &  

St Raphael’s South Hurstville

Entrance Antiphon:Dn 3:31,29,30, 

43,42 

All that you have done to us, O Lord, 

you have done with true judgement, for 

we have sinned against you and not 

obeyed your commandments. But give 

glory to your name and deal with us 

according to the bounty of your mercy. 

 

First Reading: Ez 18:25-28 

Those who turn away from sin 

shall live. 

 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 24:4-9. R. 
v.6  

(R) Remember your mercies, O 

Lord. 

1.Lord, make me know your ways.  

Lord, teach me your paths. Make me 

walk in your truth, and teach me: for 

you are God my saviour. (R) 

 

2.Remember your mercy, Lord, 

and the love you have shown from of 

old.Do not remember the sins of my 

youth. In your love remember me, 

because of your goodness, O Lord. 

(R.) 

 

3.The Lord is good and upright. He 

shows the path to those who stray, 

he guides the humble in the right 

path; he teaches his way to the poor. 

(R.) 

 

Second Reading: Phil 2:1-11 

Jesus humbled himself to the point 

of death. 

 

Gospel Acclamation:Jn 10:27 

Alleluia, alleluia! My sheep listen to 

my voice, says the Lord; I know 

them, and they follow me. Alleluia! 

 

Gospel: Mt 21:28-32 

The man with two sons.  

 

Communion Antiphon: Cf. Ps 118: 

49-50 

Remember your word to your serv-

ant, O Lord, by which you have giv-

en me hope. This is my comfort 

when I am brought low. 

Twenty-sixth Sunday in  

Ordinary Time — Year A  

UNITED IN FAITH, GUIDED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT  NOURISHED BY THE  EUCHARIST,  

COMMITTED TO PROCLAIMING THE  

GOSPEL.WE STRIVE  TO LIVE AS GOD ASKS  

 “to act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly with our God’ (Micah 6:8) 

REFLECTION  

In every life there is a struggle between obedience and disobedience, and this 
struggle takes various twists and turns. At times we are willing to conform to 
regulations set from the outside, and at times we are not. We are invited to 
choose in favour of the reign of God, or we are free to ignore the invitation. 
Those who are fundamentally righteous sometimes fall from grace, and people 
considered evil to the core sometimes reform their lives. What ultimately 
counts are not the promises made, but the actions taken.  

We are called to discipleship, and there may well be urgency in this call, but it 
is an invitation that is to be accepted freely. As is the case with life itself, op-
tions are placed before us all the way along the road. We are invited to choose 
in favour of the reign of God, or we are free to ignore the invitation. However, 
the invitation always remains open to us, because God’s desire for our ac-
ceptance is persistent and enduring. 

The real choice set before us today is the imitation of Christ. The specific char-
acteristic of Christ today is his humility. Since demanding one’s rights can un-
dermine the loving quality of community, Jesus’ humility is offered for our imi-
tation. It is very clear that whichever aspect of discipleship we examine, some 
aspect of community is also present. To be a disciple of Jesus is to follow him 
humbly as a member of a believing community.          © Dianne Bergant CSA  

          to Fr Roberto Keryakos on his Ordination to Priesthood!  

                     We joyfully welcome him as he celebrates     

   his first Mass after Ordination at St Raphael’s Church on Saturday 

3rd October 2020 - Vigil Mass and again on  Sunday 4th October 2020 - Morning Mass 

May Christ, Our Lord, bless Fr Roberto abundantly in his priestly ministry. 

As seats are limited, please RSVP - Parish Office (email) / Michael -  (m) 0437 517 758 

Historical Context – Chief Priests and Tax Collectors 

Only men of the Israelite tribe of Levi could become Priests and Levites. 
Men from the other eleven tribes were prohibited. It was not a religious 
‘call’ but rather a fact of birth that led men to be priests. The chief priests 
and high priest performed all the rituals in the Temple in Jerusalem – it 
was they who performed sacrifices on behalf of others. They were very 
important and influential. Tax collectors were regarded poorly because 
they acted on behalf of the Romans – collecting revenue for an occupying 
and pagan force. They made their living by collecting extra amounts. They 
were looked down upon by most people. 

Living the Gospel – Saying ‘Yes!’ 

In many ways, it is easy to say ‘Yes’ and not really mean it. Some people 
do it all the time in their lives. They say ‘Yes’ when they have no intention 
at all of following through on their commitment. It’s easy to say ‘Yes’ and 
not mean it when it comes to faith as well. It’s pretty easy to turn up at 
Church on a Sunday and be seen to be doing the ‘right’ thing. But if our 
faith doesn’t change the way we live, then maybe we’re really saying ‘No’ 
to God.  

On the weekend of 3-4 October, parishes across the world have been invited to 
join Pope Francis through supporting the Holy Father’s Appeal. This appeal, also 
known as Peter’s Pence, is a gesture of solidarity. The appeal is typically held on 
the Feast Day of St Peter and Paul on 29 June. However, due to COVID-19, Rome 
has rescheduled the appeal to 3-4 October. 
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