
   Parishes of  Mater Dei Blakehurst  &  

             St Raphael’s South Hurstville 

UNITED IN FAITH, GUIDED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT  NOURISHED BY THE  EUCHARIST,  
COMMITTED TO PROCLAIMING THE  GOSPEL. WE STRIVE  TO LIVE AS GOD ASKS.  

 “to act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly with our God”  
(Micah 6:8) 

Entrance Antiphon: Cf. Ps 65:1-2 

Cry out with joy to God, all the 
earth; O sing to the glory of his 
name. O render him glorious praise, 
alleluia.  
 

First Reading: Acts 3:13-15. 17-19 

Peter calls the people to reform.  
 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 4:2. 4. 7. 9. R. 

v.7 

(R.) Lord, let your face shine on 
us. 
1. When I call, answer me, O 
God of justice; from anguish you 
released me, have mercy and hear 
me! (R.) 
 
2. It is the Lord who grants fa-
vours to those whom he loves; the 
Lord hears me whenever I call him. 
(R.) 
 
3. ‘What can bring us happi-
ness?’ many say. Lift up the light of 
your face on us, O Lord. (R.) 
 
4. I will lie down in peace and 
sleep comes at once, for you alone, 
Lord, make me dwell in safety. (R.) 
 

Second Reading: 1 Jn 2:1-5   

To know Jesus, keep his command-
ments.  
 

Gospel Acclamation : See Lk 24:32 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
Lord Jesus, make your word plain 
to us: make our hearts burn with 
love when you speak.  
Alleluia! 

 

Gospel  : Lk 24:35-48 

Jesus appears to the disciples gath-
ered together.  

 
Communion Antiphon: Lk 24:35 

The disciples recognized the Lord 
Jesus in the breaking of the bread, 
alleluia.   

 Ecumenical ANZAC Commemoration  

Sunday 18 April at 2pm - St Mark’s Anglican Church, 

The Mall, South Hurstville     

                               All are welcome. 

For many years, St Mark’s has held an Ecumenical ANZAC on 
the Sunday before ANZAC Day. The service includes contribu-

tions from the local South Hurstville RSL Sub-branch, the NZ and Turkish 
communities, as well as local clergy.  

40 Hours for Vocations 
St Joachim’s parish in Lidcombe is hosting 40 Hours for Vocations from 7:30pm on Fri-
day 23 April until 9am on Sunday 25 April. 

You are invited to pray for an hour during this time to help young men and women an-
swer God’s call to a vocation to the priesthood or consecrated life. 

The event will conclude with a Mass for Vocations celebrated by Archbishop Anthony 
Fisher OP at 10am on Sunday 25 April which is Good Shepherd Sunday. 

There will be opportunities for Confession, communal and personal prayer and guided 
reflections before the Blessed Sacrament. 

For more information, contact the Vocation Centre for the Catholic Archdiocese of Syd-
ney via email:  vocations@sydneycatholic.org or 02 9307 8424. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER - YEAR B      18th April 2021 

Reflection  

When Jesus appeared to them, the disciples thought they were seeing a 
ghost, a sort of projection of a human image on the screen of the world 
but with no human depth and vitality. In fact, ghosts seem to drain life and 
warmth from those they encounter. 

The disciples became convinced that they were in the presence of the 
Risen Lord Jesus Christ when he assumed a characteristic way of acting 
– sharing a companionable meal (of fish). 

His bodily presence of that sort is now withdrawn from us. But we are now 
encountered by him in the Mass which has many dimensions, one of 
which is that of a sacred meal. When we share in the sacramental signs 
of his Real Presence in the Heavenly Bread and Spiritual Drink of Holy 
Communion, he brings us the life and warmth of the Risen Son. 

In fact, he shares his very life with us, and because his life is gloriously 
fully human, we become less ghost-like as he heals those parts of our 
personality which drain goodness and vitality from the world. 

We could take a moment to pray to take greater opportunities to share in 
the Real Presence of Our Risen Lord under the appearance of bread and 
wine. This will move us from the illusion of being alive to that vitality which 
is nourished by his glorified humanity.                                 - Fr Michael  Tate 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 

PARISH PRIEST:  Fr Thomas Alukka  
M: 0469 236 118  E: tomyalukka@gmail.com  

MATER DEI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
1008 King Georges Road, Blakehurst 2221, NSW  

ST. RAPHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
84 George Street, South Hurstville 

www.materdei-straphael.org.au 
 

Parish Secretary:  Juliana Widjaja  
Office hours:  Tues & Wed  9:30am - 2:30pm 

Phone:  9546 2605  -  Fax:  9547 2323 
Email:  admin@materdei-straphael.org.au 

 

Parish Ministry Coordinator:  Michael Fernandes 

Office hours:   Tues, Wed & Fri 10am – 2pm 

M: 0437 517 758   E:  mc@materdei-straphael.org.au 

 

Pastoral Ministry Coordinator: Br. Ben Krupowicz 

Phone: 02 95462544       Email: strsh@outlook.com 

Fr. Jan Chrzczonowicz : Phone: 0412 786 245 

Safeguarding Officer: Michael Fernandes  

Phone: 0437 517 758  

Mater Dei Primary School: (02) 9546 7298 

Principal: Ms Melanie Headley 

St. Raphael Primary School: (02) 9546 4898  
Principal: Mrs Annette McKenzie 

 

One Sunday a cowboy went to church … When he entered, he saw 

that he and the preacher were the only ones present. The preacher asked the 

cowboy if he wanted him to go ahead and preach. The cowboy said, "I'm not 

too smart, but if I went to feed my cattle and only one showed up, I'd feed 

him." So the minister began his sermon. One hour passed, then two hours, 

then two-and-a-half hours. The preacher finally finished and came down to 

ask the cowboy how he liked the sermon. The cowboy answered slowly, 

"Well, I'm not very smart, but if I went to feed my cattle and only one showed 

up, I sure wouldn't feed him all the hay." 

In the Church, and in the journey of faith, women have had and still have a special role in opening doors to the Lord.   
               - Pope Francis 

Mater Dei & St Raphael’s Parish Calendar— April 2021 

18/4/21 Sun Morning Tea - welcome Fr Thomas 9:30am St Raphael 

18/4/21 Sun  ANZAC Commemoration -  2:00 pm St Marks  

30/04/21 Fri SR School Mass to welcome Fr Thomas  St Raphael 

11/05/21 Tues SR Pastoral Council Meeting 7PM St Raphael 

20/5/21 Thurs SR Sacrament of Confirmation St Raphael 

Retreat Day on Joseph for this Year of St Joseph 
 

Date: Saturday 1st May 2021 
Start: 8.45am, Mass: 9am, Finish: 3pm. 

Location: St Raphael’s Parish Hall, 84 George Street 
South Hurstville.  

 

Father Hugh Thomas Redemptorist Priest, will con-
duct three talks during the day.  

 

Coffee and Tea will be provided on the day. 
Please bring along something for morning tea & a 

sandwich for lunch.  

This weekend the Catholic Church 

of St Raphael’s warmly welcomes        

Chloe Ji 
 (child  of  Weixu & Bianca)   
 

Congratulations to 
the family!         

          Home Rosary Mater Dei  
      

20- 4-21    Marguerite  and Denis Derrig 
                  14 Waratah St,  Kyle Bay.     7-30 PM  
 
27-4-21     Franca and Tony Oscuro 
                  51 Stuart St,  Blakehurst.       7-30 PM 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 

TYPE St Raphael’s Mater Dei 

First  328.95 375.50 

Second 578.85 1,189.30 

Death Anniversary: Eric Fox, Thelma Fox 

Pray for good health of : Fr Hugh Thomas, Pat Bates, 

John and Shirley Wakefield, Yin Kwan Tsang 

Mass Offered: Fr Isidore Anantharaj, Elias Haddad, 

Jeffrey Bishop 

Also pray for: Holy Souls in Purgatory 

Morning Tea — St Raphael  

after 8:30am mass on Sun 18th April 2021 

Scriptural context – Post-resurrection accounts  All four gospels include post-resurrection appearances of 

the risen Jesus. The gospel of Mark – historically, the first written – gives the briefest account of the resur-

rection discovery and it is only in a later addition to the gospel that a post-resurrection account appears. 

However, by the time the gospel of John was written, some 20-30 years later, the theological importance of 

the resurrection had gained more significance as it became more obvious that Jesus’ return to the world 

was not going to happen within the foreseeable future. The gospel of John devotes two whole chapters to 

the post-resurrection appearances of Jesus. 

Have you thought? Is ‘Literal’ wrong?  Is there really something intrinsically wrong about a literal interpre-

tation of scripture? Not at all! It is indeed an essential tool of any scriptural interpretation. It is of course 

important that we first and foremost understand the text as it is written – we have to have a literal under-

standing of the words that are used and what they mean. The problem arises when this is as far as we go. 

If we stop at this stage then we are shutting ourselves off from the richness of the scriptures. If we fail to 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCI3NhJH34ccCFUTapgodVzEDiA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartsheep.com%2Fbaptism-clipart%2FdT1hSFIwY0RvdkwzZDNkeTV0WlcxdmNtbGhiR0poY0hScGMzUnRZWGx6ZG1sc2JHVXVZM

