
REFLECTION by Greg Sunter 

This week marks the beginning of the liturgical use of the gospel of Luke 
that will feature throughout this year. The choice of passage to begin our 
journey with Luke is most appropriate. We have the first four verses of the 
gospel in which the writer makes his purpose clear. We then skip over all 
the infancy narrative and pick up again in chapter 4 of the gospel where 
Jesus makes his first public appearance.  

Jesus returns to the synagogue in which he has worshipped all his life. He 
is given the scroll of Isaiah to read and reads the first two verses of Isaiah, 
chapter 61. But in the middle of this passage he flips back to chapter 58 of 
Isaiah and reads an additional line, ‘to set the downtrodden (oppressed) 
free’. This event in Nazareth is sometimes referred to as Jesus’ inaugura-
tion or declaration of mission. The inclusion of the additional verse from 
Isaiah signals very clearly the way in which Jesus will be portrayed 
throughout this particular gospel. The gospel of Luke is characterised by 
the focus of Jesus’ mission on the outcast; the oppressed; the downtrod-
den.  

The gospel of Luke is often described as a gospel of compassion. 
Throughout the gospel we see Jesus enact the verses from Isaiah – bring-
ing good news to the lowliest of society; inviting the least to share in the 
reign of God. In fact, having read from the scripture, Jesus’ very simple 
homily on the text is ‘This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen’. 
Jesus declares himself to be acting out and fulfilling the prophecy of Isai-
ah. This short extract from Isaiah that Jesus adopted as his own ‘mission 
statement’ is indeed a mission statement for all Christian people. This is 
what we too are called to do. 

Have you thought? – Different accounts 

The gospel of Luke begins, ‘Seeing that many others have undertaken to 
draw up accounts of the events that have taken place among us …’  It in-
dicates that there were many different accounts of Jesus’ life circulating at 
the time of writing. In the years following Jesus’ death there developed 
many different oral traditions that described the life and teachings of Je-
sus. A large number of these traditions were written down as what are 
now regarded as non-canonical or apocryphal writings – not recognised 
as part of the ‘canon’ of the Bible. They include gospels of Thomas, Peter, 
Mary, Phillip and Barnabas. 

Historical Context – Theophilus 

The gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles are written by the same 
person, or at least the same community. They are often regarded as a sin-
gle work – Luke-Acts – as one flows directly into the other. Both books 
begin with an inscription to Theophilus. The Greek name, Theophilus, 
translates as ‘lover of God’. Some scholars suggest that the name is a 
pseudonym for any lover of God or someone in particular whose identity 
must be shielded. Others argue that Theophilus was an influential Roman 
who had taken a great interest in the early Christian movement. 
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Entrance Antiphon : Cf. Ps 95:1,6 

O sing a new song to the Lord; 
sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
In his presence are majesty and 
splendour, strength and honour in 
his holy place. 
 

First Reading: Neh 8:2-6. 8-10 

They read from the book of Law and 
 they understood what was read. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 18:8-10. 15. R. 

See Jn 6:63 

(R.) Your words, Lord, are spirit and 
life. 

1. The law of the Lord is perfect,  
it revives the soul. The rule of  
the Lord is to be trusted, it gives 
wisdom to the simple. (R.) 

2. The precepts of the Lord are 
 light, they gladden the heart. 

The command of the Lord is 
clear, it gives light to the eyes. 
(R.) 

3. The fear of the Lord is holy,  
abiding for ever. The decrees of 
the Lord are truth and all of 
them just. (R.) 

4. May the spoken words of my 
mouth, the thoughts of my 
heart, win favour in your sight, 
O Lord, my rescuer, my rock! 
(R.)  

Second Reading: 1 Cor 12:12-30 

Together you are Christ’s body; but 
each of you is a different part of it. 

 

Gospel Acclamation :See Lk 4:18 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Lord sent me to bring Good 
News to the poor and freedom to 
prisoners. 
Alleluia!  
 

Gospel  : Lk 1:1-4. 4:14-21 

The scriptures were fulfilled on this 
day. 
 

Communion Antiphon: Cf. Ps 33:6 

Look toward the Lord and be radi-
ant; let your faces not be abashed. 
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Pastoral Ministry Coordinator: Br. Ben Krupowicz 

Phone: 02 95462544       Email: strsh@outlook.com 

Fr. Jan Chrzczonowicz : Phone: 0412 786 245 

————————  

Mater Dei Primary School: (02) 9546 7298 
Principal: Mrs Melanie Headley 

St. Raphael Primary School: (02) 9546 4898  
Principal: Mrs Annette McKenzie 

Recently Deceased: Justin Colborne 

Pray for good health of :   Terisa Dawson, John and 

Shirley Wakefield, Yin Kwan Tsang. 

Mass Offered: Fr Isidore, Elias Haddad,  Jeffrey Bishop 

Also pray for: Holy Souls in Purgatory 

In the moment of hardship, we ask why some things happen. In those moments of suffering, questioning prayers that do not ask for expla-

nations but beg the Lord to accompany us are the most useful  - Pope Francis 

MASS TIMES 

  St Raphael Church Mater Dei Church 

Tuesday  9:15am Mass 

Wednesday  
8:45am Rosary, Novena 

9:15am Mass 

Thursday  

9:15am Mass (mass moved 

from St Raphael Church 

until SR school commences) 

Friday 
Adoration resumes on 

Fri 28th Jan at 7:30pm 

8:45am Adoration 

9:15am Mass 

Saturday 
Reconciliation 4:30pm 

5:00pm Vigil Mass 
6:15pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday 
8:30am Mass 

6:00pm Croatian Mass 
10:00am Mass 

Ministry 22nd/ 
23rd  Jan (4th Sun) 

St. Raphael’s Mater Dei 

5.00pm 8.30am 6.15pm V 10.00am  

Acolytes Greg Driver 
Michael F 
Norman Y 

Br Michael Volunteer 

Readers Volunteers Volunteers Volunteers 
Lucy Mitry  

Phil Monaghan 

Ministry 29th/ 
30th Jan (5th Sun) 

St. Raphael’s Mater Dei 

5.00pm 8.30am 6.15pm V 10.00am  

Acolytes Greg Driver Volunteer Volunteer Volunteer 

Readers Volunteers Volunteers Bessie Chung 
Nina M 

Lorraine B 

Please arrange for a replacement if you are unable to serve - Michael Fernandes 0437 517 758 

This week the Catholic Church of Mater Dei, 
Blakehurst warmly welcomes  

Eva Maria Gibara  
(child  of  Richard Simon & Oana)  

   
      Congratulations to the family!  

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 

TYPE St Raphael’s Mater Dei 

First  255.95 213.85 

Second: 

loose 
228.70 171.55 

Envelopes 440.00 210.00 

‘This is cool’ 

Mum and the kids were cleaning the shed and came 
upon an old manual typewriter. ’Hey Mum, what’s 
this?’ ‘Oh that’s an old typewriter.’ ’Well what does it 
do’ they asked. ’I’ll show you,’ she said, rolling in a 
sheet of paper and striking the keys. 

‘Wow!’ they exclaimed, ’that’s really cool! Where do 
you plug it in?’ ‘There is no plug.’ she answered. ’It doesn't need a plug.’  

‘Then where do you put the batteries?’ they persisted. ‘It doesn't need batter-
ies either.’ she continued. ‘Wow! This is so cool!’ they exclaimed.  
‘Someone should have invented this a long time ago!’ 

Pandemic Prayer from POPE FRANCIS—8 January 2022 
 

Eternal Father, You have made the whole world stop walking for a while.  
You have forcibly silenced the noise that we have all created around us. 
You have made us bend our knees and ask for miracles. 
You closed Your Churches so that we realize how dark our world is without You in it. 
You humiliated the proud and powerful. The economy is collapsing, business are   
closing. 
We have been very proud to think that everything we have, everything we own, have 
been the result of our hard work. 
We have forgotten that it was Your grace, Your mercy, that made us who we are and 
has given us everything we have. 
We are going around in circles looking for some cure for this disease, when in fact we 
need to humble ourselves and ask for guidance and wisdom only from You. 
We have been living our lives as if we are here on Earth forever, as if there is no  
Heaven, no Purgatory, no Hell. 
Perhaps this virus is actually Your way of purifying and cleansing our souls, bringing us 
back to You. 
Today, as these words travel the internet, may all who see them join their hearts and 
hands in prayer, asking for forgiveness, asking for healing and protection against this 
virus, but above all, asking that Your Holy and Divine Will be done and not ours. 
GOD we beg You, deliver us from all evil on Earth if it is Your will! 
Father, You have been patiently waiting for us to turn our faces to You, to repent of 
our sins. We are sorry to ignore Your voice! Selfishly, sometimes we have forgotten 
that You are GOD!! Lord, I am not worthy to have you come into my house, but one 
word from you will be enough to heal me! 
You Lord only need to say the Word and our souls will be healed. 
We ask You for healing and deliverance in Jesus’ name! By the infinite merits of his 
Most Sacred Heart and of the Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart of Mary.  
Amen. 

When to do a PCR or a Rapid Antigen Test 
The NSW Government is making changes to how it identifies 
positive COVID-19 cases. The rules about when to get a PCR 
(nose and throat swab) test have changed. Most people can 
now use a rapid antigen test to confirm they are positive for 
COVID-19. 
  
You should do a rapid antigen test if you’re: 
• feeling sick with COVID symptoms 
• a contact of a positive case 
• planning to attend a gathering or visit a vulnerable person  
• a worker, resident, patient, or client in a high-risk setting 

where there is a current outbreak 
• going into hospital for a procedure (if the hospital requires 

it) or entering NSW from overseas  
 

Most people who test positive on a rapid antigen test will not 
need to confirm their result with a PCR (nose and throat 
swab) test. 
 

Instead, people who test positive using a COVID-19 rapid  
antigen test must register with Service NSW as soon as            
possible.  This will help you:  

 quickly understand your relative level of risk  
 access support from NSW Health. 

 
If you are unable to register the positive result online,  
you can call the Service NSW call centre on 13 77 88  

to register a positive test result.  
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