Entrance Antiphon : Cf. Ps 67:6-7,36

God is in his holy place,

God who unites those who dwell in
his house; he himself gives might
and strength to his people.

First Reading: Gen 18:20-32
Lord, do not be angry if | speak.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 137:1-3. 6-8. R.
v.3

(R.) Lord, on the day | called for
help, you answered me.

1. I thank you, Lord, with all my
heart, you have heard the
words of my mouth. Before the
angels | will bless you. | will
adore before your holy temple.
(R.)

2. | thank you for your faithfulness
and love which excel all we ever
knew of you. On the day | called,
you answered; you increased
the strength of my soul. (R.)

3. The Lord is high yet he looks on
the lowly and the haughty he
knows from afar. Though | walk
in the midst of affliction you give
me life and frustrate my foes.
(R.)

4. You stretch out your hand and
save me, your hand will do
all things for me. Your love, O
Lord, is eternal, discard not the
work of your hands. (R.)

Second Reading: Col 2:12-14

He has made you alive with Christ
for he has forgiven all our sins.

Gospel Acclamation Rom 8:15

Alleluia, alleluia!

You have received the Spirit which
makes us God’s children, and in
that Spirit we call God our Father.
Alleluia!

Gospel : Lk 11:1-13

Ask, and it will be given to you.

Communion Antiphon: Ps 102:2

Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and never forget all his benefits.
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REFLECTION by Greg Sunter

In today’s gospel, Jesus provides his disciples, and all Christians, with a
model for prayer. In keeping with this modelling by Jesus, it is significant
that the Lord’s Prayer, or Our Father, is the common prayer of all Chris-
tians, regardless of denomination.

The parable and teaching that follow the Lord’s Prayer make clear the par-
ticular purpose of prayer that Jesus was highlighting — prayer as petition. In
this instance, Jesus assures us that if we pray for what we need with con-
viction and confidence, then God cannot fail to respond to our prayer. Je-
sus in fact encourages us to be demanding and persistent in our prayer.
However, the parable used to demonstrate the persistent nature of prayer
is not focused on demands for selfish purposes, but rather the neighbour
needs assistance in fulfilling his obligations of hospitality to a traveler. He
is not waking his neighbour in the middle of the night to ask for bread for
himself; he asks for bread to give to his guest. He asks for help to fulfil his
duty and responsibility. This gives us something of an idea about how we
might focus our prayer. Praying for a pony or new bike isn’t quite in the
same league!

The final element of the gospel passage provides us with a description of
God’s love and care by something of a negative comparison: if human par-
ents would not do harm instead of good to their children, God is even less
likely to act like this towards us. It’s a bit of an odd way around of saying
that God’s love is greater than anything within our experience or imagina-
tion.

Living the Gospel — Ask, Search, Knock

Jesus says in the gospel, ‘Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you
will find; knock, and the door will be opened to you.” The actions of asking,
searching and knocking are means by which we initiate the encounter with
God. If we don’t ask, search and knock, how is anyone (including God) to
know our needs or know what it is that we are searching for. Particularly in
our spiritual lives, it is only through the search and the knocking on the
doors of different experiences that we ever come closer to finding answers.

Historical Context — Stone for bread

The stone/bread, snake/fish and scorpion/egg comparisons seem a little
far fetched to us, but would have made perfect sense to a 1st Century Pal-
estinian audience. The flat, brown stones around Lake Galilee look very
similar to the flat bread that was baked in the area. The ‘snake’ may refer
to a sea-snake — an eel — which might be caught up in a fisherman’s nets
but was regarded as unclean by the Jews. The poisonous scorpions of the
region are very pale in colour and when curled up at rest could be mistak-
en for an egg.

Gospel Focus — Relationship

A crucial aspect of prayer is the attitude with which we view God. We trust
in God’s character that it is not a pointless exercise to ask for something.
We trust that God is even more loving than a parent who tries to give their
child what they need. If we did not make these basic assumptions about
God, there would be little point in prayer. When our prayer lives falter at
times, perhaps we need to first check out our relationship with God and our
attitude towards God before trying to fix’ the ways we pray.
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Helpful Prayer

Billy had been misbehaving and was sent to The Catholic Weekly
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